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10 THE 
| CHRISTIAN READER. 


LBEIT theſe our happy days ia ſome 
reſpetts, good Chriſtian, have and enjoy 
diverſe and ſundry works tending to the ſub. 
verfion of Belial, and the erection of godli- 
neſs: Yet conſidering, that as earthly, ſo we 
ſpiritual ſoldiers, ſeldom run to the watch 
without alarm; I thought it convenient to 
call upon you with this grave and godly book 
of long time hid in Hebrew, now come ta 
light in Engliſh, . The malice of the Jewiſh 
people in concealing it, by reaſon of Chriſt 
the righteous, ſo often prefigured, was ĩinto- 


lerable ; but the ſingular providence of God 


in preſerving it, unſpeakable: and now, at 
laſt, though chargable, yet fruitful is the eu- 
preſſing and printing in our natural language 
of this ſo worthy, ſo golden a writ; being 


of itſelf, without the acceflary painting of 


eloquent ſpeech, a mirrour for princes, a 
preacher for all Chriſtians, a beautiful glaſs 
for women, for children, ſervants, and ſuch 
like ; a wiſe, plauſible, and moſt ready ſchool-/ 
| 42 maſter, 


* 


Cw. 3 | 
maſter, for to apply to every particular eftat 
his peculiar property. Art thou a prince, a 
magiſtrate, a ruler, let Judah rule thee: If 
thou thinkeſt upon manly courage, he teach- 
eth valiantneſs: If thou ſeek to govern aright 
he willeth thee to fly tyranny 2 If thou thrift 
after manners of life, he ſoundeth it out, that 
vain glory, fornication, diſcord, and blemiſh, 
weaken, and at length utterly conſume nobi- 
lity. Let me proceed further, and aſk a queſ- 
tion: Art thou a biſhop, a miniſter, a preacher 
of Chriſt's birth, life and death? behold Le- 
vi as a lantern, Thou canft teach thyſelf, 
but he can teach thee better; thou ſpeakeſt 
to others, hearken to him that talketh to thee 
of thy office, how holy it is, how honourable, 
the contemners thereof how miſerable; by 
whom begun, continued, and confirmed; of 
thy ſtate of life, what and how it ſhould be, 
Nunquam fine faie, fine ſole ; to be ſhore of thy 
' blefiedneſs it thou art godly, wiſe, and. learn- 
ed: of thine and their plagues where thou 
livett, if wicked: and ignorant®* What ſhould 
I fay more? look upon Jacob. O you parents, 
peruſe the twelve godly fathers in time and 
order: learn of him and his, to pray to God 
in Chriſt's name for your children; have re- 
gard to their inſtructions; the want of the 
former, your children fhall miſs > the negle& 
of the latter yourfelves ſhall bewail 2 for the 
hearty prayer of a father to the Almighty for 
his children, is a right ſingular benefit: but 
he that for fooliſh pity giveth them not the 
| | bridle, 
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bridle, is God befare accounted a guilty pars 
taker. of their ſinful race. View. this book 


therefore, hearken how to teach yourſelves 
and your children. You have already finiſhed 


a fick man's ſalve, enjoy now at length a ſicx 
man's tongue, to inſtruft them when you leave 
them, and what to leave them when you die; 
elſe their end will be lamentation, but yours 
lamentable miſery, And come you hither you 
children of the earth, read, ſee, and ſay, 
That old father Reuben, with hisgood brethren, 
readily and rightly deſcribed the bleſſed path 
of. righteouſneſs, and the forlorn way of Be- 
lial; the one to fly, the other to follow. Wilt 
thou begin with the eldeſt, for that old age 
ſeemeth wiſeſt ? Stop not then the ears of thy 


heart and body to fo wiſe and ſweet àa charmer. 


O the number, O the ugliſome portraiture 
of thoſe deadly ſpirits that he hath ſo orderly 
numbered, and cunningly coloured! lechery, 
envy, gluttony, bravery, pride, vain glory, 
unrighteouſneſs, wilful ignorance, All theſe, - 
as they ſeem, are indeed pernicious : but the 
former is moſt deteftible, the end whereof is 
conſumption of the earthly body, and deſtruc- 
tion of the ſoul ; which well- ſpring and puddle 
of evil it thou wilt have dried up, ceaſe. from 
drunkenneſs : if not ſee it, have not a narrow 
and greedy eye upon 2 beautiful face ; if not 
drink, yet ſtop thy mouth from buſy queſtions. 
with women; to conclude, if not therein be. 
ducked and drowned, uſe labour, tame youth- 
fulncls: For ia this I over-ſhooting myſelf 
43188; 1 (ſaith 


4 


(vid 


(faith Ruben to his children): deßled my fa- 


| ther's bed: therefore look not upon the beauty 
of a woman, muſe: not upon their doings, but 
keep yourſelves occupied either in learning or 
ſome work; charge your wives and daughters, 


that they trim not their heads; with them ta 


chaſten their looks, for every woman that 
deals deceitfully in thoſe rbings is reſerved to 
the puniſhment of the world to come. Which 
trade of life to eſchew, ſeeing it is diſſicult, 
wihout the fulfilling of the law; and the law 
partly eonſiſteth in mutual love. Strive with 
Simeon the ſecond brother, to avoid ſtrife, 
which blindeth the mind, pineth the body, 
provoketh murder ; the remedy whereof. is, 
both forgiving and forgetting. Fake ta thee 


Joſeph's cheerful countenance, a perfect plat- 


form of a quiet mind; yet ſet befere thine eyes 
Simeon's withered hand, a right plague for 
ſuch a fin. All which difquietneſs and miſ- 
chief ſafely to ſet aſide: Let not Judah be ſet 
apart: Gather by him experience, that for a 
man to glory in his own works is ſinful, and: 
he which upbraideth another man's voice, 
ſtandeth Qippery. Judah choaked Reuben his 
eldeſt brether with his fornication z mark whe 
ſinned immediately, but envious and railing 
Judah: Did he not offend after the fleſh in the 
Canaanite's houſe? Did he not take a wife 


+ without: conſent of his parents & two great ſins, 


and alas, in theſe our days too much uſed; 


yet puniſhed, the one with want, or at leaſt 


{mall joy of children, faith father Judah the 
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patriarch, but the other with. intolerable dan= 
ger of body and ſoul, ſaith St Paul. Where- 
fore abſtain. from wine, abhor drunkenneſs ; 
for ſoch a one flandereth not, rehearſeth not 
another man's fins, breedeth no ſedition, but 
embraeeth love and charity im a fingle heart; 
as good father Iſſachar, who never railed, nor 
was hurtful and ſpiteful to his neighbour ; ne- 
ver eat his meat alone, but gave part to the 
poor; never removed the bounds and marks 
of other mens ground, but loved all men as 
his natural children. O that as we tead this, 
ſo we might expreſs the ſame in life and con- 
verfation. Mercy and love is a precious jewel, 
the maintainers whereof being jointly connee- 
ted proſper ;, once diffevered, come to n 
For the waters, faith Zebulun, waſh: away the 
ſand, when the ſtones and timber are diſſolved; 
whoſe mercy and ſingular compaſſion was re- 
warded Gngularly ſift his teſtament ; reſemble: 
his rare charity, in clothing the naked, and 
feeding the hungry, known and unknown, ag 
well ſtrangers as his countrymen. Let not 
the ſpirit of Dan poſſeſs your mind. Suffer 
not the wrath of God to ſettle in your heart, 
for ſuch work with three ſore inſtruments; 
bitter fpeech, treachery, and violent hands, 
yielding fruit not much unlike, as you may 
read, as you may fee. Wilt thou be taught 
the ready path to that thou doſt ſeek ? TV 
ways there be, ſaith Aſher, vice the one, the 
other virtue; Naphtali's race embrace the lat- 
ter, elchew the former: but he that walketh 

| in 


1 6 . 
| in them both; blindeth men, deceiveth him- 
ſelf, and mocketh God, whoſe double-faced 
dealing ſhall be doubly puniſhed, Such are 
the covetous, ſuch are they, that are merci- 
ful in evilneſs; ſuch are they, ſaith Aſher, that 
faſt from meats, but not from fornicatien; 
Have therefore a fimple heart with righteous 
Joſeph, the bleſſed of the Lord, that right 
figure of Jeſus Chriſt ;. for hatred he ſhewed 
love; being curſed, he bleſſed; being. ſhut» 
| thorough, he did not fo much as bend his bow, 
albeit his brethren would have ſlain him, albeit 
they caſt him into awell,- though they ſold 
him for a bond flave, and that to ſtrangers, 
and ſuch as hated ſhepkerds to the death, of 
whom he was whipped and tormented; yer 
he, when they ſtood in fear, gave them com- 
fort; when they were well nigh famiſhed, 
gave them food; when by his authority he 
might deſtroy, he by his authority did pre- 
ul ſerve ; being their Lord, uſing them as his 
* betters; being their brother, accepting them 
. as his children; their unkindneſs not ſpoken 
of; their conſpiracies forgotten? their cruel 
dealing moſt lov ingly, moſt mercifully ſorgiven. 
Tou have heard his love towards his neigh- 
bour, hearken to his obedience toward God: 
When he was miſerably afflicted, did he rage 
and ſwell, when he was made a bond-flave of 
a frte- man's ſon, did he cry out on heaven, as 
being utterly forſaken? Did he impatientily 
accuſe God's juſtice? No; axpectans expactavis 
Dominum : And at the laſt, the Lord which 
LEI hid 
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ix 5 
hid bis face, did — his countenance; of 2 
caitif, in reſpect, making him free, of a free 
man wealthy, of a _ ſubjeR, an honour- 
able perſonage; lord preſident of Pharoah's 
land; whom the Egyptians being alive, loved; 
being dead, loved; being rotten, loved; whom 
living, neither wealth nor wo could make to 
ſwell; neither promiſe nor threats of the E. 
2 yptian ſtrumpet could make flide; and there= 
re being dead, neither world, devil, nor 
man's 4 could make forgotten. 2 that 
our mortal race might thus begin, thus perſe- 
vere ; might thus, O Lord, moſt happily finiſh; 
the ſpirit is willing, but the fleſh is weak: 
learn therefore of Benjamin to inflame thy 
heart, that thou mayeſt be ready both in body 
and ſoul, Let us, faith Eccleſtafticus, ** com= 
mend (and ſo ſay I, behold) the noble famoug 
men, and the generation of our fore-elders, for 
many glorious acts hath tbe Lord done in them, 
and ſhewed his great power ever ſince the be- 
ginning.“ Upon the conſideration whereof, 
and eſpecially for that 1 would have nothing 
+ {| wanting in this book that might ſerve thy con- 
entation, | thought it as well pertinent to deal 
with the righteous father, as with the godly 
children, For to ſhadow a face only without 
a body hath his deſerved commendation : but 
whoſo painteth a leg without a body, or a body 
without a head, it ſhall not be amiſs, as J ſup» 
poſe, as well to term him a fooliſh painter, as 
to judge the thing indifcreetly painted; where- 
fare as well to ſee the head as the leg, and 
do 
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I mean, not by fleſh, but ſpirit. The Lord 


God which diſpoſeth all things to his pleaſure, 
preſerve our king, increaſe our faith, ang 
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CE” Re 
hear the fathea as the children, I have faith- 
fully drawn out of Scripture (and not accord- 
ing to my fancy faſhioned) the death and teſ- 
tament of Jacob, that bleſſed and happy fa- 
ther, added to this antient monument of the 
children. Therefore to recompence my pains, 
read them, but read them diligently, neither 
read only, but be content to follow, For the 
Imitation of good and godly men, is the direct 
way and courſe of godlineſs: ſo may we ac- 
count of Jacob's bleſſing ; ſo may we tho» 
roughly challenge to be his children; children 


which made heaven and earth. the Lord which 
gave his Son to ſhed his heart's blood for us; 


make us thankſul for his benefits. Amen. 
30 N K : 


THE 
TESTAMENT 


on 


JACOB; 


Made at his death, to his TI vn 802 the Pa- 
TRIARCHS, concerning what ſhould betide them 
in the laſt days: gathered out of Gen xvii. xlix. 
and added unto this book. : 


. . * . 
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Come — my fan, the things 1 , an 
D's Bleſſng, and my ban ; 3, 
4255 to them that godly Foe, | 
i hs wv fo Were man. | 
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Jes: che Son of bil, born of Rebekah 

in the year of the world 2108, (his 212 
being 3 years of age), was a ogy 
man and righteous, dwelling in tents; 
given to pleaſure and hunting, as his der | 
brother, elder by nature, not by grace. For 
he elder ſhall ſerve the younger,” faith- the 
ord, Rom, ix. 12. Why? not; for that Ja- 
ob had ſo deſerved, but God had ſo appoint= 
d. Wherefore, when he, by the determinate 
ill of God, and heavenly diſpoſition, which 
ordereth all things whatſoever, had got his 
brother's birth-right, and his father's * a 
18 


| 2 T he Teflament of Jacob. 


his parents conſidering that the ſlippery days 
of carnal copulation did approach, and warily 
fearing his brother Efav, for that he conceiy- 
ed murder in his heart. and iaſtituted a birth- 
day for his deviliſh purpoſe, ſent him from 
Barſaba to Meſopotamia, to Laban his mother's 
brother, there honeſtly to take a wife, and 
uietly to live. For matrimony without con- 
Lag of parents, and due conſideration of either 
| Ene nel as it breedeth their diſquiet- 
neſs, ſo it provoketh God's diſpleaſure. 

Jacob therefore, after long travel, being 
placed with his uncle Laban, and ſerving him 
fourteen years in labour and pain, he 
was the child of promiſe, the bleſſed of the Lord 
born of a free woman, and that which is more 

his uncle's bone and fleſn, and Lord of Cannan 
not arguing with himfelf, as the worldly childrer 
of this earth, ſaying, Shall 1 which am a free 
and wealthy man's ſon be made a ſervant 
Shall I be a drudge in my kinſman's houſe; 

ſent to marry, and not to ſerve?) had 

given him by Laban to wife for his good ſervice 
Oy y which God bleſſed that little that Laba 
ad before) his two daughters, Leah firft 
than Rachel, with their —— Bilhah anc 
Zilpab ; of whom according to the ' promitc 
1 to him in Bethel, that his ſeed ſhould bt 
multiplied, he begat twelve ſons, twelve god 
fathers of the earth, Reuben, Simeon, Lev 
Judah, Dan, Naphali, Gad, After, Hacher 


Zebulun, . cnJamin, 


© The tefbament of Facoh. 3 

Thus he being bleſſed of the Lord, as well 
in children as in ſubſtance, returned again to 
his native country, he and his children; there 


to live, and there to die. But behold the di- 


vine providence of God, after three and thirty 


years expired, he was removed from Canaan 
to Goſhen in Egypt, by the means of his ſon 


Joſeph, Pharaoh's chief Reward, and whom 


his brethren heretofore had ſold. Where, 
when he had lived ſeventeen years, and ſeen 
his family encreaſe exceedingly, to his great 
joy and comfort no doubt, eſpecially all the 
other countries about being plagued with a 

eat famine, and he by God's mercy not 
greatly feeling the ſame ; perceiving allo his 
troubleſome pilgrimage drawing to an end, 


ealled his ſon Joſeph, and ſaid, © If I have 


found grace in thy fight, O put thy hand under 
my thigh, (for in this order they took an oath 
in Jacob's time) deal mercifully-with me, and 
truly, bury me not in Egypt, hut let me fleep 


with my fathers :”” Where nothing is ſure, faiths 
in the promiſe of God made to his fathers, - 


willed him to look for Canaan, his hoped in- 


FF 


heritance, and not to truſt in Pharaoh's land. 


To which his requeſt, when Joſeph his loving 
ſon obediently did condeſcend, Jacob taking a 
little more ſtrength unto him, and fitting up, 
deſirous alſo to ſhew forth the great goodnets 
of the Lord in preſerving him and his, ſaid, 
© God Almighty appeared to me in Luz, in 
the land of Canaan, and bleſſed me, ſaying, 


© Behold I will make thee fruitful, and cauie 


B _ - %;, ee 
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. beholding Joſeph's two ſons, ſaid, What are 
7 are my ſons which God hath given me.“ 


; bleſs thera: I had not thought to have ſeen 


Cod, in whoſe fight my farbers 3 


the lads, and let my name be named on them, 


o 19 it be, I know well my ſon, he ſhall alſo 
fall be greater; in thee let Iſrael bleſs and 


4 The teſtament of Jacob. 
„ thee to multiply, and will make a great 
© number of people of thee, and will give this 
© land vnto thy ſeed for an everlaſting poſſeſ- 
© ſion. Thy ſons, Manaſſah and Ephraim, I 
© take as mine own, their own brethren ſhall 
© be called after thy name, As I came from 
* Meſopotamia, Rachel died in the land of Ca- 
© naan, and was buried by the way to Ephrata, 
© the ſame is Bethlehem.“ 

Then Jacob albeit ſomewhat dim for age, 


theſe? To whem Jcicph anſwered ; © They 
© O bring them to me, ſaid Jacob, and let me 


© thy face, Joſeph, and yet lo God bath ſhew- 
© ed me thy ſeed. (Chriſt,) 


© and Iſaac did walk ; God res hath fed me 
© all my life long unto this day, and the Angel 
© wha. br. r me from all evil, bleſs 


* and the name of my fathers Abraham and 
© Ifanc, and that they may grow into a multi- 
© rude in the midſt of the earth.” 
Then as Joſeph lifted his father's hand from 
Ephraim to Manaſſeh the elder, Jacob ſaid: 


be a great people, but his younger brother 


© ſay, God make thee as Ephraim and Manaf- i: 
© ſeh.” Aſter this he fainting faid, © Behold © 
4 * Joſeph, 1 die; God ſhall be with you, and 
* bring 
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"The teſtament of Jacob. . 
bring you __ to the land of your fathers. 
© Moreover, I give unto thee a portion of 
land above thy brethren, which | conquered 
© by my ſword and bow of the Amorites. And 
come you hither alſo, O my children, that I 
© may tell you- what ſhall come on you 1n the 
© laſt days; gather ye together, and hear ye 
© ſons of Jicob, hearken unto Iſrael your fa- 
© ther. N 

© Reuben: my firſt- born, my might, my 
*. ſtrength, excellent in dignity and ps war, un- 
© conſtant as water, thou ſhalt not excel, be 
© cauſe thou didſt defile my couch. 

Simeon and Levi, brethren in evil, who 
6 in your wrath flew a man, and in your ſelf- 
will digged down a wall: curſed be your 
* wrath, for it was ſhameleſs,.and your fierce- 
* nefs, for it was cruel; 1 will divide you in 
Jacob, and ſcatter you in Iſrael, _ 

Judah, thy hand ſhall be on the neck of 
© thine enemies. Thy brethren ſhall ſtoop 
unto. thee: as a lion's whelp ſhalt thou come 
up from the ſpoil; thou ſhale couch like a 
* lion, and as a lioneſs; who ſhall ſtir thee up? 
The ſceptre ſhall. not depart from thee, nor 
© a law-giver from between thy feet, until Shi- 
* loh come: all nations ſhall ſeek after him. 
Thou ſhalt bind thy aſſes fole to thy vine, 
and the aſſes colt to the belt vine: Thou 
* ſhalt waſh. thy garment in wine; and thy 
cloak into the blood of grapes; thy eyes ſhall. 
be red with wine, and thy teeth white with 
0 milk. | ö | 


A 


B 2. ©Z2bulua,. 


6 De teſtament of Jacob. 

- © Zebulun, thou ſhalt dwell by the ſea-ſide, 
© ard thou ſhalt be an haven for ſhips, thy 
© border ſhall be unto. Zidon, + 

+ Iſfachar, thou ſhalt be a ſtrong aſs, couch- 

ing down between two burdens. And thou 
© ſhalt fee that reſt is good, and that the land 
© is pleaſant, and ſhalt bow thy ſhoulder to 
©. bear, and ſhalt be ſubject unto tribute. 
Pan, thou ſnalt judge the. people, as one 
© of the txibes of Iſracl. Dan, thou ſhalt be a 
4 ſerpent by the way, an adder by the path, 
4 © biting the horſe's heels, ſo that his rider ſhall 
48 < fall backward.” Then Jacob foreſecing in 
| | his mind the great calamity that ſhall betide 
his poſterity, comforting himſclf, and reſtiy 
bs |. in God's promiſe, cried out with heart 
"= mind, O Lord! have waited for thy ſalvas 
(0077. ; 
25 Gad, an hoſt of men ſhall overcome hes, 
but thou ſhale overcome at the laſt, 
And what ſhall I ſay to Aſher ? his bread 
© ſhall be fat, and be ſhall have. pleaſures for a 
8 king. 
Naphtali is a hind ſent for a preſent, giving 
© goodly words. 
q © Joſeph is a flouriſhing bough by awall-ſide, 
'Y © the ſmall boughs ſhall run upon the wall. 
a The archers * e nſt him, and hated him, 
< but his bough was made ſtrong, and his arms 
«* ſtrengthened by the hands of the almighty 
= God of Jacob. Out of him ſhall. come an 
= © * herdſman, a ſtone in Iſrael. All things ſhall 
| come from my father's _ who hath belped 
C these. 


The 3 of Jacob: 7 


© thee; and bleſſed thee with the” bleſlings of 

© heaven, with bleſſings of the deep beneath, 
© with bleſſings of the breaſt and womb,” The 
© bleſſings of (me) thy father that I give thee, 
«are ſtronger than the bleſſings that I had of 
© mine elders, Until the end of the hills of 
© the world they ſhall be on thy head. 
Benjamin ſhall ravin as a wolf; in the 
morning he ſhall deſtroy the prey, and at 
nighs divide the ſpoil. 
now when 1 ſhall be gathered to my 
| peo , bury me with my father, in the cave 
ut i in the field of Ephron the Hitrite, in. 

& that is in the field of Machpelah,. 
oh s before Mamre, in the land of Ca- 
© naan, which Abraham bought with the field 

of Ephron the Hittite, . for a poſſeſſion to 
© bury in; where were buried Abraham, Saralv 
„his wife, and Iſaac with Rebekah: and there 
g buried, Leah. The field and the cave that 
1. is therein, was bought of the children of 
Heth. - 
When Jacob had made an end of command- 
ing all that he would unto. his ſons, having 
lived an hundred forty and ſeven years, he 
» [plucked up his feet into the bed, and quickly 
died. Then Joſeph falling upon his tather's 
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„face, and kiſſing him with tears, cauſed him ; 
Ito be embalmed by phy ficians, to the ſpace f 
Y forty days, and mourned for him threefcore- | 
n and ten days. Who departing from Egypt in- 
I Eto Canaan, with noblemen of the land in cha- 
d Fiots, and horſemen, buried him in the place- 
2 [which Jacob had appointed. "I 
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& } The teftament of Reuben. 


The teflament of Reuben, made to his children at 
bis death, concerning the things be had in his 


mind, by the ſug geſtion of the * of fore- 
| knowledge, 


HS is the copy of Reuben's at 
concerning all the things which he gave 
in charge to his children before he died, in the 
15 year of his life, two years after the (teal: 
of Joſeph ; his chiküren and children's c nden 
came to viſe him in his fickneſs ; and; 
unto them, Wh 5] 
My children, die, and go the way 
fathers.. And ſeeing there his brethren, Jha, 
Gad, and Aſher; he ſaid unto them, Lift me 
up my brethren, that I may tell you and my 
children the things which 1 have hiddgn in 
my heart, for | am henceforth drawing to my 
long home. Fhen ſtanding up, he kiſſed 
them, and weeping ſaid; Hearken my bre- 
thren, and you my children, give ear to the 
words of your father Reuben, mark what I 
give in charge to you, Behold I command 
you this day before the God of heaven, that 
ye walk net in the ignorance of youthfulneſs 
and fornieation, wherein. I overſhot myſelf, 
and de filed the bed of my father Jacob; for | 
aſſure you, that the Lord did therefore ſtrike 
me with a {ore plague in my flanks for the 
fpace of. ſeven months; and 1 had.periſhed if 
my father Jacob had not prayed to the Lord 
lor me, becauſe he was minded to have flain 


me, 


| The teſtament of Reuben. Þ 
me: I was thirty years old when I did this 
evil in the ſight of the Lord, and ſeven months 
was I ſick to the death, and with, a free heart 
did I ſeven years penance before the Lord.. 
1 drank no wine nor ſtrong drink; no fleſh. 
came within my mouth, I taſted not any fine 
bread; but I mourned for my fin, for it was. 
great, and there ſhall none ſuch be done in 
Iſrael. | | 

And now, my fons, hear me, that I may- 
ſhew you what I ſaw concerning the feven ſpi- 
rits of error in repentance. Belial giveth ſeven: 
7 ainſt a man, which are-the well ſpring. _ 

you works; and ſeven. ſpirits are given. 

man in his creation, whereby all his works are 
done. The firſt is, the ſpirit of life, where 
with is created his being. The fecond is, the 
ſplrit . df ſeeing,. wherewith eometu luſting. 
e the ſpirit of hearing, wherewith: 


corfth learning. The fourth is, the ſpirit of 

fling, wherewith cometh: delight, by draw- 
ing in of the air and by breathing of it out 
again. The fifth is, the ſpirit of ſpeech, 
wherewith knowledge is made. The fixth is, 
the ſpirit of taſting, whereof cometh the feed- 
ing upon things that are to be eaten and drunk, 
and through them is engendered ſtrength, be- 
cauſe the ſuſtenance of ſtrength is meat. The 
ſeventh is, the ſpirit of ſeed. and generation, 
wherewith entercth in the Juſt. of, pleaſure :, 
For this eauſe it is the laſt of creation, and 
firſt of youth, becauſe it is full of ignorance, 
and ignorance leadeth. the younger ſort as a 
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10 The teſtament of Reuben. 


blind body into the ditch, and as an ox to the- 
ſtall. Among all theſe is the eight ſpirit, which 
is fleep, with which is created the waſting: 
away of nature, and the image of death. Wich 
theſe ſpirits are mingled the ſpirits of error; 
whereof the firſt is, the ſpirit of leachery, 


which lieth within the nature and ſenſes of 


man. The ſecond of unſatiableneſs, lieth in 
the belly. The third ſpirit of ſtrife, lieth in 
the liver, and in cholar. The fourth ſpirit is 
of bravery and gallantneſs, that the party may 
ſeem comely by exceſs. The fifth is the ſpi- 
rit of pride, which moveth a man to mind over 


reat things, or to think well oft himſelf, Th 


ſixth is the ſpirit of lying , or vain-gloriouſneſs, . 


in boaſting a man's ſelf, and in defire to file 


His own talk concerning his own kindred and 


acquaintance, The ſeventh is the ſpirit of un- 


righteouſneſs, which ſtirreth up the affections, 
that a man ſhould perform the luſtful pleaſures 
of bis heart; for unrighteouſneſs worketh 
with all the other ſpirits, by taking guilt unto 
him. Umo all thefe ſpirits is matched the 
eight ſpirit, which is the ſpirit of ſleep. or ſlug- 
giſhneſs in error and imagination; and ſo the 
fouls of young folks periſh, becauſe their minds 


are darkened and hidden from the truch, and 


underſt and not the law of the Lord, neither 
obey the doctrine of their farhers, as befel to 


me in my youth. 


But now my children love the truth; a 


that ſhall preſerve you: hearken to your fa- 


ther Reuben, and let not ou eyes run a gazing - 


after 
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The teſtament of Reuben. 3 
aſter women; neither be alone with a woman 
that is married; neither do ye ſeek about what 
women are doing; for if 1 had not ſeen Bilhah 
bathing herſelf in a ſecret place, I had not 
allen into that gteat wickedneſs : but my mind 
ran ſo upon the naked woman, till it ſuffered 

me not to ſleep till I had committed abomina- 
tion. For while my father Jacob was away at 
his father Iſaac, and I in Gerar hard by Ephra- 
ta, a houſe in Bethlehem, Bilhah fell drunken, 
and as ſhe lay aſleep uncovered in her cham- 
ber, I went in, and ſeeing her nakedneſs, 
wrought wickedneſs with her, and leaving her 
aſlcep, went my way. By and by an angel of 
God bewrayed my wickedneſs to my father 
acob, who coming home mourned for me, 
ind touched not Bilhah any more. Therefore 
look not upon the beauty of women, neither 
muſe you upon their doings, but walk ye with 
a ſingle heart in the fear of the Lord God, 

buſying yourſelves about ſome work, and 
keeping yourſelves occupied either in learning, 
vr about your flocks; until ſuch time as God 
give you ſuch wives as he liſteth, left you do 
Miuffer as 1 have done. I durſt not look my 
father in the face to his dying day, nor ſpeak 
to any of my brethren for ſhame; my con- 
ſcience biteth me even yet for my ſin; but my 
father comforted me, and prayed for me unto 
the Lord, that his wrath might paſs away from 
me, as the Lord himſelf ſhewed unto me. 
Therefore from that time forth, I was kept 
from ſinning any more. And you my chil- 
x "4270 LN 


12 : The teflament of Reuben. f 
_ dren likewiſe, keep ye that I ſhall tell you, and 
ye hall not fin ; for fornication is the deſtrue- 
tion of the foul, ſeparating it from God, and 
making it to draw unto idols, becauſe it leads 
eth the mind and underſtanding into error, and 
bringeth men to their grave before their time ; 
for whoredom hath, undone many men, and 
although a man be antient or noble, yet doth it 
ſhame him, and make him a laughing- ſtock be- 
fore Belial and the ſons of men. But Joſeph, 
| becauſe he kept himſelf from all women, aad 


cleanſed his thoughts from all fornication, found 


favour both before the Lord and men. The 


Egyptian woman did much to him, by uſing 
the help of witches, and by offering him ſliubar- 


ſauces; but the purpoſes of his mind admitted 
no noiſom̃e defire, For this cauſe the God of 


our fathers, delivered him from all death both 


ſeen and unſeen. For if fornication over- 
rule not your mind, neither ſhall Belial pre- 


yall againſt you, Women are hurtful things, 


my ſons, becauſe that when they want power 


and ſtrength againſt a man, they work guile- 


folly to draw them to them by trains, and 


whom they cannot overmatch in ſtrength, him 


they overcome by deceit: for the angel of the 
Lord which taught me, told me of. chem ;. for 


they be overmaſtered by the ſpirit of fornica- 


tion more than men be, and that they be ever 
practiſing in their hearts againſt men z. firſt. 


making their minds to err by decking of them- 


ſelves; then ſhedding their poiſon into them 


by fights, and finally catching them priſoners: 


by. 


Ps. a9 > ave A vo + a=. ao anon. _ 


The teſtament Reuben. 13 

by their doings, for a woman is, not able to 
force a man; therefore my ſans, flee fornica- 
tion; charge your wives and daughters that 
they trim not their heads, and will them to 
chaſten their looks; for every woman that 
dealeth deceitfully in theſe things, is reſerved 
to the puniſhment of the world to come; for 
by ſuch means were the watchers deceived be- 
fore the flood; as ſoon as they ſaw them they 
fell in love one with another, and conceived. a 
working in their minds, and turned themſelves 
unto the ſhape of men, and appeared to them 
in their company with their huſbands ; and the 
women by conceiving the cefire, of them in 
the imagination of their mind, brought forth 
giants. For the watchers appeared to them 
of height unto heaven, Therefore keep your- 
ſelves from fornication; and if ye intend to 
r=» have a clear mind, and keep yourſelves from 
- Wall women, and forbid them likewiſe the com- 
s, Pany of men, that they may have allo clear 
er FWninds, For although continual companying 
e- No not always work wickedneſs, yet breed 
id Whey incurable ſtings to them, and to us ever- 
m aſting ſhame before Belial, becauſe that for- 
ae Mication hath neither underſtanding nor godli- 
or Niels in it, and all enviouſneſs dwelleth in the 
a-Neſire thereof; and for that cauſe ſhall ye 
er vy the children of Levi, and ſeek to be exal- 
rſt ed above them, but ye ſhall not be able to 


1 r 


rere 


n- Fompaſs it; for God will avenge them, ane 


m ou ſhall die a dangerous death; for unto Levi 
rs. nd Judah hath the Lord given the ſovereign- 
by. ty 


14 De leſtament of Reuben. g 
ty, and unto me, - and Dan, and Joſeph hath 
he granted to be princes with them. Where. 
fore | charge you to hear Levi, for he ſhall 
know the law of the Lord, and deal forth 
judgment, and offer ſacrifices for all Iſrael, 
till the full time of Chriſt the chief Prieſt, be- 
cauſe the Lord hath ſpoken it. I charge you 
by the God of heaven, that every one of - you 
deal faithfully with his neighbour, and ſtick 
unto Levi in humbleneſs of heart, that ye 
may receive bleſſing at his mouth; for he 
ſhall bleſs Iſrael and Judah. God hath choſen 
Judah to be the king of all people, wherefore 
worſhip you his ſeed ; for he ſhall die for you 
in battles, both viſible and inviſible, and ſhall 
reign over you world without end. 

Reuben having given his children the fore- 
ſaid charge, and bleſſed them, died; then they 
put him in a coffin, and carrying him out of 
Egypt, buried him at Hebron in the double 
cave where his fathers fle pt. | 


' The teftament of Simeon, made to bis children at 
: bis death, concerning Envy, © 


. copy of Simeon's words which he m 
| ſpake unto his fons at his death, in the 
hundred and twentieth year of his life, in the 
which Joſeph died, for they came to viſit him 
upon his death-bed; and he fitting up kifſec 
them, ſayin | | W 1 
HFearken, my children, hear me your fath 

. Simeon 


\ 


De teſtament of Simeon. 15 
Simeon, whatſoever 1 have in my heart: T am 
my father Jacob's ſecond ſon, and my mother 
Leah named me Simeon, becauſe the Lord 
heard her prayer; I became very mighty. I 
went through with my doings, and was not 
afraid of any things for my heart was ſtout, 
my mind unmoveable, and my ſtomach undiſ- 
courageable; for hardneſs is given of the 
Higheſt into mens ſouls and bodies. Ia thoſe 
el days I envied Joſeph, becauſe my Father loved 
el him; I hardened my heart againſt him, to kill 
him, becauſe the prince of error ſending forth 
the ſpirit of envy fo blinded my mind, that I 
could not take heed to ſpare my father Jacob, 
But his God, and the God of his fathers, ſend- 
ing his angel, did rid him out of my hands, 
for while 1 went into Shechem to carry fare 
for your flocks, and Reuben into Dothan, - 
where all our neceſſaries were laid up in ſtore, 
je our brother Judah fold him unto the Iſhmael- 

ites; and therefore when my brother was come 
again, he was ſorry, for he intended to have 
conveyed him again to our father; but I was 

af angry with Judah for letting him go alive, and 
bare him grudge five months after: howbeit 
God letted me, and regrained the working of 

ell my hands; for my right hand was half wither- 
gel ed up for ſeven days together. Then did 1 
nel perceive, my ſons, that befel me for Joſeph's 
lake. Whereupon | repented ſoon after, and 

e belought the Lord to reſtore my hand, and 1 
would abſtain from all rancour, envy, and fol- 
ell ly; for I knew had conceived wicked thoughts 
C - > Rn 


16 * The teflament of Simeon. 
againſt the Lord, and againſt my father Jacob, 
for my brother Joſeph's ſake whom I envied, 
Now therefore, my children, keep yourſelves 
from the ſpirit of error and envy; for envy 
over-ruleth the mind of every man, ſuffering 
him not to eat or Urink in reſt, or to any 
good thing, and 1s always ſtirring him up to 
Aly the party whom he envied, and pining 
away at his poſterny. Two years together 
1 puniſned roy foul with falting in the fear of 
the Lord, for I knew that the way to deliver 
from envy, was the fear of the Lord. If a 
man flee ' unto the Lord, the wicked ſpirit 
flieth from him, ſo as his mind becometh meck, 
and of ſpiteful he becometh pitiful, hearing ro 
grudge towards ſuch as love him, and ſo his 
envy craſeth. And becauſe my father ſaw me 
lad, he aſk-d me the. cauſe of it, to whom [ 
lied, faying, I have a pain in my ſtomach; 
-for 1 was ſorrieſt of all my brothers, for that 
TI had been the cauſe of Joſeph's ſelling into 
Egypt: and when I came into Egypt, and 
was Put in ward by him as a ſpy; then per- 
_ ceived 1, that 1 was mot ſorry fur it. But Jo- 
ſeph being a good man, and having God's 
ſpirit in him, and being full of pity and mer- 
cy, minded not to do me any harm, but loved 
me as well as the reſidue of my brethren. 
Therefore, my children, keep yourſelves fram 
all ſpite and envy, and walk in ſingleneſs of 
mind and good conſcience, after the example 
of your father's brother, that God may, give 
you grace, glory, and blefſedneſs upon your 
head; as you may ſee in him: Of all the N 
is 
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The teſtament of Simeon. -- 
his life, he did never caſt us in the teeth with 
it. but loved us as his own ſoul, and more 
than his own children, honouring us, and 
giving us riches, cattlr, and. corn abundantly, 
You therefore, my children, love ye one ano- 
ther with a good heart, and put from you the 
fpirit of envy, for it maketh a man's ſoul to 
grow ſavage, marreth his body, breedeth 
wrath and war in his thoughts, ſetting the 
blood on fire, driveth him out of his wits, and 
ſuffereth no reaſon to bear any ſway to rule; 
moreover it taketh away his flzep, diſquieteth 
lis mind, and maketh his body to tremble... 
For even in fleep, ſome ſpice of imagined ma- 
lice gnaweth him, cumbering his toul with 
ſpirits of miſchief, making his body ghaſtly, 
and his mind affriglited with trouble, and ap- 
pearing into men as it were with a p:rnicious 
ſpirit, and pouring out of poiſon. Therefore 
was Joſeph fair of face, beautiful and comely 
Of to bchold, becauſe no wicked thing dwelt in 
d him, for he had a countenance clear from 
'- cumberance of mind. And now, my children, 
let your hearts be meck before che Lord, and 
walk right before man; fo ſhall ye find favour 
both with God and man: and beware that ye 
fall not into whoredom ;. for whoredom is the 
mother of all naughtineſs, (ſeparating a man 
ny from God, and ſending him to Belial. For I. 
have ſeen in Enoch's writings, that you and 
le ¶ your children ſhall be corrupted with whore- 
dom, and do Levi wrong by the ſword ; but 
i} they ſhall not prevail againſt Levi, becauſe he 
1 LHR C 2 | thall 
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ſhall fight the Lord's battles, and take alt 
your tents, and very few ſhall be divided in 
Levi and Judah, ib he ſhall be your captain, 
as my father Jacob propheſied in his bleflirgs. 
Behold Þ tell you all theſe things afore- hand 
that J may be clear from the fin of your ſouls, 
Now, if you put from you all enviouſneſs, 
and all ſtiff-neckedneſs, all my bones ſhall 
flouriſh as a roſe in Iſrael, and my fleſh as a 
Jily in Jacob, and my ſavour ſhall be the ſcent 
of "Libahus, and my holy ones fhall be mul- 
tiplied as the cedars for ever, and their boughs 
ſhall ſpread out in length "for evermore. 
Then ſhall the ſeed of Canaan periſh, together 


with all the remnant of Amalek. All the 


Cappadocians ſhall periſh ;. and all the-Scythi= 
ans ſhall likewife be deſtroyed. Then ſhall 


_ the land of Ham fail, and all the people go 


to wreck, Then ſhall the earth reſt from 
trouble, and all men under heaven from war. 
Then ſhall Shem be glorified, when the great 
Lord God of Iſrael appeareth upon earth as 
a man, to fave Adam in him. Then ſhall the 
ſpirit of error be trodden under foot, and men 
ſhall reign over hurtful fiends: then ſhall J 
Tiſe again in joy, and bleſs the Higheſt in his 
wonderful works ; for God taking a body up- 
on him, and eating with men, ſhall ſave men. 
And now, my children, obey Levi, and you 

ſhall be delivered by Judah + and advance not 
yourſelves above theie two tribes, for of them 
two ſhall the ſaving health of God ſpring uato 


us, For the Lord * ſet up of Levi, the 
Prince 
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The teſtament of Simeon. 
Prince of prieſts, and of Judah, the King of 
kings, God and man. So ſhall he fave all the 
Gentiles, and the offspring of Iſrael. For 
theſe things ſake, I charge you to command 
your children to keep theſe things through» 
out all their generations, _ | 
And Simeon making an end of theſe his Ta 
ings and commandments to his children, ſlept 


an hundred and twenty years, and then they 
laid him in a coffin of wood that rotteth not, 
that they might carry his bones again into He- 
bron ; and they. conveyed him privily in the 
war of the Egyptians ;. for the Egyptians kept 
the bones of Joſeph in the kings treaſures, be- 
cauſe their inchanters told them that whenſo- 
ever Joſeph's bones were carried away, there 
ſhould be ſuch a plague of miſt and darkneſs 
amongſt the Egyptians, as one brother ſhould 
not know another, no, not even by torch- light: 


according to the law of mourning, and con- 
tinued in Egypt till the day of their departing. 
thence under the hand of Moſes. L 


ws. 


T be IE; of Levi, made-to bis children at 
1 bis death, concerning Prieſthood, 

t HE copy of Levi's words, which he 
1 ſpake to his children, concerning all the 
0 N. which they ſnould do, and which ſhould 
e * unto * until the day of judgment. 
c | C 3. He-- 
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with his fathers, when he was of the age of: 


and Simcon's children bewailed their father, 


10 ; Phe teſtament of Levi. 


He was in health when he called them unto 
him; for he knew when he ſhould die. So 


* they were come. together, he ſaid unto 


2 A was » bred ind born in Charran, and 
| bernard came with my father into Shechem, 
was at that. time but young, about twenty 


years old, when I helped my brother Simeon 


to avenge our ſiſter. Dinah againſt Hamor, 
"Now, as we were feeding of our flocks in A- 
belmuel, the ſpirit of underſtanding of the 
Lord came upon me, and I ſaw all men under- 
_ minigg their own ways, and how unrighteouſ- 
neſs ha bh. d builded herſelf a fortreſs, and wicked- 
neſs ſat upon the throne thereof: And I was 
ſorry for mankind, and beſought the Lord to 
fave them. Then there fell a fleep upon me, 
and I ſaw a very high mountain; it was the 


mountain Aſpis in Abelmuel, and behold: the 


heavens opened, and the angel of God ſaid 
unto me, Levi, come hithet ; and I went from 
the firſt heaven to the ſecond, and there ſaw 
the water hanging between the one and other; 
and ſaw the third heaven- much brighter than 
them both; for the height thereof was it finite. 
And 1 faid to the angel, What meaneth this? 
And the angel anſwered: me, Marvel not at 
theſe things, for thou ſhalt. ſee four heavens 
yet brighter, and without compariſon, when 
thou comeſt up to them; for thou ſhalt ſtagd 
by the Lord; and be his miniſter, and utter 
Hecrets unto. men and preach unto. the de- 
liverer of Iſrael. Which is ENG come: by thee, 
an 
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The teſtament of Levi. - 
and by Judah, the Lord will appear to men 
to fave all mankind in them. Thy life ſhall 
depend upon the Lord, by him ſhalt thou 
have thy. fields, vineyards, fruits, gold, and 
ſilver: Therefore hearken as touching the 
ſeven heavens; the loweſt is moſt lowring, 
becauſe it is neareſt to all the unrighteouſneſs 
of men: the ſecond hath fire, ſuow, and ioe, pre- 
pared by the Lord's appointment againſt the 
day of God's rightful judgment; ia it are all 
the ſpirits of vengeance, for the puniſſiment 
of the wicked: In the third are the powers of 
hoſts ordained againft the day of judgment, to 
take vengeanee upon the ſpirits of error and 

Zelial: In the fourth above theſe are the ſaints; 

bor in the higher place dwelleth great glory, 

in the holy of all holies above all holineſs: In 

the next unto this are the angels, that do 
ſerve in God's preſence, and ſrek his favour 
in all the ignorance of the righteous ;. they offer 
to the Lord: the ſweet favour of a reaſonable 
ſervice, a-ſacrifice without blood: In the order 
that is under. this, are the angels that bring an- 
fwer from the angels in God's preſence: In 
that which is above it, are the thrones and po- 
tentates, wherein is continual offering up of 
hymns unto: God. Therefore, whenſoever the 

Lord looketh upon us, all of us are moved; yea, 

and even heaven, and earth, andthe bottomleſs 

deep, are moved at the ſight of his greatneſs; 

but the children of men being witleſs, ſhall fia 

and provoke the Higheſt unto wrath, Now, 

there fore, underſtand that the Lord will exe- 

1 4:5 cute 
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22 The teſtament of Levi, 
cute judgment upon the children of men; be- 
cauſe that men will ſtill continue in unbelief 
and unrighteoufneſs, even when the ſtones ſhall 
cleave aſunder, the ſun be darkened, and the 
waters dried up, and the fire quake, and all 
creatures be troubled at the fainting of the in- 
viſible Spirit, and the ſpoiling of hell in the 
paſſion. of the Higheſt, therefore ſhall they be 
condemned to puniſhment. The Higheſt then 
© hath heard thy prayer to ſeparate thee from. 
_ unrighteouſneſs, and to make thee his ſon and 
fervant, and a miniſter in his preſence, 2. 
lantern of knowledge to lighten Jacob through- 
ly, and to be a day-ſun amongſt the children 
of Iſrael; and unto thee and thy ſeed ſhall 
the power of bleſſing be given, till God viſit 
all nations in the bowels of mercy of his Son 
for ever. Nevertheleſs, thy ſons ſhall lay their 
hands upon him to crucify him; and for this 
eauſe is wiſdom and underitanding given unto 
thee, to give thy children knowledge of him; 
becauſe that if they bleſs him, they ſhall be 
bleſſed, and they that curſe him, ſhall periſh 
in his ſight. And the angel opened me the 

ates of heaven, and I ſaw the holy temple, 
and the Higheſt fitting on the throne of glo- 
ry; and he ſaid unto me, Levi, I have given 
thee the bleſſings of the prieſthood till I come 
myſelf ro dwell in the midſt of Iſrael. Then 
the angel brought me down to the earth, and 
gave me a fhield and a ſword, ſaying, Execute 
vengeance on Shechem for Dinab, and | will 
be with thee, for God hath ſeat me. And 
2 * 
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at that time I flew. the ſons of Hamor, as it is 
written in the tables of heaven. And I faid 
unto him, Lord, I pray thee tell me thy name, 
that I may call upon thee in the time of trou- 
ble: And he anſwered, I am an Angel which 
excuſeth Iſtael, that he "might not be ſtricken 
for ever, becauſe all wicked ſpirits ly in wait 
for him. Afterwards being waked, as it were, 
out of ſlcep, I bleſſed the Moſt High, and the 
Angel that excuſeth the offspring of Iſrael, 
and all ri 'ghteous men. And when I came to. 
my father, I found: an aſp of brafs, whereupon 
the hill took the name of Aſpis, which is 
hard by Gebat on the right fide of Ahila. 
And Llaig d up theſe fayings in my heart, and 
| counſelled my father —— my brother Reuben 
to perſuade the ſons of Hamor to be circum- 
ciſed, becauſe L was zealouſly grieved for the 
abomination which they had wreught tn Iſrael... 
For firſt of all, I killed Hamor, and after this 
came our brethren, who ſmote the city with 
the edge of the ſword: Wnen my father 
heard of it, he was angry, — they had 
received circumciſion, and were killed after- 
ward, and therefore he dealt otherwiſe with 
vs it his bleſſing. For we ſinned in doing it a- 
gainſt his will, and he fell fick the ſame day. 
But I knew then the Lord intended evil to the 
Shechemites, becauſe they had heretofore 
purpoſed to have done the like unto Sarah, as 
they did unto- our ſiſter Dinah; but God 
hindered them. And they perſecuted our 
cher Abraham, as then a ſtranger, and car- 
ried 
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24 The reflament of Levi. 
ried away his cattle, and furthermore did 


beat Jeblao very fore, who was born in his 


houſe, After the ſame manner dealt they 
with all other ſtrangers; taking away their 
wives from them by force, and driving the 
men themſelves out of their country; for which 
cauſe the wrath of the Lord came upon them 
in the end. And 1 ſaid unto my father, Sir, be 
not off-nded, for Ged will bring the Canaan- 
ites to nothing before thee, and give their 
land unto thee, and unto thy Holy Oue after 
thee, For from henceforth Ghackena ſhall be 
called, The City of Fools; becauſe that as men 
do ſcorn fools, ſo we have ſcorned them for 
their working of folly in Iſrael, in taking away 
our ſiſter for to defile her. Then came we into 

Bethel, and there when I had ſacrificed three» 
fcore and ten days together, I ſaw. the ſame 
thing again as 1 had ſeen it before. And 
1 ſaw ſeven men in white raiment, ſaying unto 
me, Up, put on the ſtool of prieſt hood, the 
crown of righteouſneſs, the rationale of undet- 
ſtanding, the robe of truth, the breaſt-plate 
of faith, the mitre of holineſs, and the ephod 
of prophecy, And ſo every one of them bring- 
ing ſomething with him, did put them upon 
me, ſaying, Be thou henceforch the Lord's 
prictt, thou and thy feed for evermore. The 
firſt of them. anointed me with holy oil, and 
gave me the ſceptre of judgment. Ine ſecond 
waſhed me. with clean water, and fed me with 
bread and wine, that is, to wit, with the molt 


holy of holies, and. clothed. me with a glorious 
| | robe 
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robe down to the ground. The third put upon 
me a ſilken garment Ike to an ephod. The 
fourth girded me with a girdle like to purple. 
The fifth gave unto me am olive bough very 
full of fatneſs. The fixth did ſet the mitre 
of prieſthood upon my head. The ſeventh 
filled my hand with incenſe, to the intent 1 
ſhould execute the office of a prieſt unto the 
Lord. And he ſaid unto me, Levi, uato three 
principle things is thy ſeed appointed of God : 
namely, to be a ſign of the glorious Lord that 
is to come, and that believeth fhall be firſt. 
The great Lot ſhall not fall upon him; the 
ſecond ſhall be in prieſthood; and the third 
ſhall have a new name, becauſe a King ſhall 
riſe in Judah, and renew my prieſthood ac- 
cording unto the figure of the Gentiles, among 
all nations. But the coming of him is unuttet- 
able, as who ſhall be the prophet of the High- 
eſt, born of our father Abraham. All the 
pleaſant things of Iſrae! ſhall be given unco 
thee, and to thy ſeed, and thou ſhalt eat all 
that is fair to feed en; and thy ſeed ſhall 
diſtribute the Lord's table, and of them ſhall 
be the high'prieſts, Judges and ſcribes; for in 
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When 1 awoke, I perceived that this viſion 
was like the other, and 1 laid it up ia my 
heart, and ſhewed it not to any man living up- 
on the face of the earth. The firſt two days, 
| and Judah went to our grand-father aac, 
and he bleſſed me, according to all the ſay- 
ings of the viſions that 1 had ſeen, but - 

would 
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would not go with us unto Bethel. But when 
we came to Bethel, my father Jacob ſaw in a 
viſion concerning me, that I ſhould be their 

prieſt before the Lord. And he arcſe in the 
morning, and tithed all things to the Lord by 
me, Then came we to Hebron to dwell there, 
and by and by Iſaac called me to expound the 
law of the Lord according as God's angel had 

ſnewed it to me, and he taught me the law of 
prieſthood, ſacrifices, burat-offerings, firſt- 
lings, free-will offerings, and offerings for 
health; every day he taught me underſtand» 
ing; and called upon me continually before 
the Lord, ſay ing, My ſon, give no ear to the 
ſpirit of fornication, for he will follow thee, 
and defile the holy things by thy ſeed2 there- 
Fore take thee a wife in thy youth, ſuch an 
One that hath not any blemiſh, nor unclean» 
. neſs, nor is of the kindred of the Alophytes, 
or of the Gentiles. And before thou enter 
into the holies waſh, and likewiſe before 
thou ſacrifice; and alſo, when thou haſt 
done, offer unto the Lord, the fruits of the 
twelve trees that are ever green, as my father 
Abraham taught me to do; and the fruit of 
all clean beaſts, and of clean fowls offer thou 
in ſacrifice, Likewiſe offer up thy firſt-born 
of all things, and the firſt-fruits of thy vine, 
and ſprinkle thy ſacrifices with ſalt. Now, 
rherefore, my ſons, keep ye all the things that 
I command you; for whatſoever l have heard 
of my fathers, that have | told unto you, | 
you 
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you ſhall dommiĩt to the end of the world. Te 
ſhall work wickedneſs againſt the [Saviour of 
the world, and ye thail ſeduce Iſrael, ſtirring 
up much :evil.againit him from the Lord, and 
dealing wickedly with him, ſo that Jerufalem 
ſhall not continue by reaſon of your naughti- 
neſs. The vail of the temple ſhall be rent in 
ſundor to diſcoveèr your fulneſs, and ye ſhall 
be ſeattered as priſoners amongſt tlie heathen, 
and: be ſcorned, dur ſed, and troden under foot; 
nevertheleſs the houſe which the Lord ſhall 
chodbſe; ſnaſt be called Jeruſalem, as the book 
of Enoch the righieous, containeth. There- 
fore when I Was twenty and eight yeats old, 
I took a wife whoſe name was Melchin, and 
{hs conceivedMand: bire me a ſon, and called 
his name": Gerſhon, | becauſe we were but 
ſtrangers im our land; for Gerſhon ſignifieth 
baniſhment. Now 1 knew of him, that he 
ſhould! not be of the chier degree. The ſe- 
cond was Kohath, who was born in the five and 
thirty year: þ ſave: a vision eaſt ward, ho all 
the cotigregation:ſtood up aloft, and therefore 
Jcalled nie name Kohath, which ſignifieth, The 
Beginning of Greatneſs and Learning. The 
third was: Metari;: who was born in the five 
and fifth year of my life; and becauſe his 
mother was hardly delivered of him, ſhe called 
him Merari, which is as much as to ſay, My 
Bitterneſs, And in the three ſcore and fourth 
year of my life, was my daughter Jochebed 
born in Egypt; and fo was I honourable 


took 
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took him a wife, which bare him Libni; and 
Schimi. The ſons of Kohath were Amram, 
Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel: and the ſons of 
Merari, were Mahali and Muſhi. In the four- 
ſcore and fourteen year of my life, Amram 
took unto wife my daughter Jochebed, be- 
cauſe that he and ſne were born in one day. 
1 was eight years old when I entered into the 
land of Canaan, and eighteen years old when 


] entered into the office of prieſthood: at 


eight and twenty years I took a wife; and at 
forty years old I entered into Egypt; and be- 
hold ye be now my children in the third ge- 
neration. Joſeph died in the hundredth and 


tenth year: and now my children, I warn 


you, 


fear the Lord your God with all your heart, 


and walk plainly in all things, according to 


his law; moreover, bring up your children in 


learning, that they may have underſtanding 


by reading the law of God, without ceaſing all 
their life long. For whoſoever knoweth God's 


law, ſhall be honoured; and go whereſoever 


he will, be ſhall be no ftranger : alſo, he ſhall 


have more friends than his fore-fathers 
and many ſhall be glad to ſerve him, a 
hear the law at his mouth: My: ſons, 
rightfully vpon earth; that you may find 


had; 
nd to 
deal 
hea» 


ven; and ſow good things in your minds, 


that yon may find them in your life; for if 


you ſow evil things, ye ſhall find and reap all 
manner of cumbrance and trouble. Get ye 
wiſdom in the fear of God]; for if captivity 


come, and cities and countries be deftr 


oyed, 
gold 
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The teſtament of Levi, 29 
gold and ſilver, and all poſſeſſions periſh; but 
none can take the wiſe man's wiſdom, fave dnly 
the blindneſs of ungodlineſs and ſin. For his 
wiſdom ſhall become a ſhield to him among 
his enemies, and make a ſtrange country to be 
as his own home, and cauſe him to fiad friend- 
ſhip in the midſt of his foes. If he teach and 
do ſuch things, he ſhall fic with kings as did 
our brother Joſeph. And truly my children, 
| know by the writings of Enoch, that in the 
end ye ſhall do wickedly, laying your hands 
moſt ſpitefully upon the Lord, and through you 
your brethren ſhall be confounded, and made 
a ſcorning ſtock of all nations. Howbeit, our 
father Iſrael is clear frora_the wickedneſs of 
the high prieſts which ſhall lay hands upon 
the Saviour of the world. The heaven above 
the earth is clean, and you be the lights of the 
heathen, as the fun and the moon. What 
ſhall the heathen do, if you be over-darkened 
with wickedneſs, and bring curledneſs upon 
your. country-folk, for whole ſakes the light 
of the world is put unto you, to enlighten men 
withal : This light of the world ſhall you 
moſt wilfully tea) 
contrary to the righteouſneſs of God. Ye 
ſhall purloin the Lord's offering, and filch a- 
vay pieces of it before you do your ſacrifices 
c | vato the Lord; ye ſhall ſteal away the choiceſt 
| | ebings, and eat them, diſdainfully with har- 
lots, teaching commandments of covetouſaeſs. 
, Ye, ſhall, defile married women, and force 
g maidens in Jeruſalem; you ſhall match yours, 
44 N * ſelyves 


, and teach commandments 


30 The letament of Levi. 
ſelves with whores and harlots ; you ſhall take 
the daughter of the heathen unto wifey puriſy- 
ing them with the unrighteous purifying; and 
your mingling ſhall be: like Sodom and Go- 
morrah ; and ye ſhall be ſwollen with u icked- 
neſs in the prieſthood, inſomuch that you ſhall 
moſt diſdainfully and ſpitefully laugh the holy 
things to ſcorn, not only vaunting and boaſt- 
ing yourſelves againſt men, but alſo being 
puffed and ſwoln up with pride againſt the 
commandments of God. For this cauſe fall 
the temple which the Lord ſnall have choſen, 
be undoubtedly left deſolate in uncteanneſs, 
and you ycurſelves become captives to all na- 
tions, and be Joathed: and abhorred amo 
them, and receive endleſs ſhame and confu- Ill © 
ſion, through God's rightful} judgment; 'and WP 
all that fee you ſhall ſhaa you; and were it i 
not for our father Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, I 5 
there: ſhould not one of thy ſeed be leſt upon MN © 
carth. Furthermore, I know by the book of 
Encch, that ye ſhall go aſtray for the ſpace of IN | 
threeſcore and ten weeks, and defile the prieſt 
hood, ſtain the ſacrifices, deſtroy the law, I {© 
deſpiſe the ſayings of the prophets, ſrowardly al 
petſecute righteous folk, hate che godly, abhor IN *' 
the - fayings: of - ſoothfaſt men, and call! him 
herezic that goeth about to tene w the law by 
the power of the Higheſt; and in the end you 
ſhall kill him ut of hand, as you think, not 
knbwing that he ſhall riſe again, and ſo ſhall 
receive his innocent blood wilfullyapon:your 
own heads. For is ſake ſnall your holy place 
v5 1 5 he 
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1 The leſtament of Levi. 31 
be left deſolate, which you ſhall have defiled 
even by utter forſwearing; and your dwelling 
ſhall not be clean, but you ſhall be accurſed 
among the heathen, and deſpair ſhall vex you 
till he viſit you again, and mercifully receive 
you through faith and water. And foraſmuch 
as ye have heard of the three-ſcore and ten 
weeks, hear ye alfo of the prieſthood : For in 
every jubilee ſhall be the prieſthood. ln the 
firſt jubilee the firſt anointed into the prieſt- 
hood ſhall be great, and tak to God as to his 
father, and his prieſthood ſhall be full of the 
fear of the Lord, and in the day of his gladneſs 
he ſhall riſe up into the ſalvation of the world. 
In the ſecond jubilee, the Anointed ſhall be . 
conceived z his prieſthood ſhall be more ho- 
nourable, and he ſhall be glorifizd amongſt all 
men. The third prieſt ſhall be taken up in 
ſorrow, and the fourth ſhall be in grief, becauſe 
the multitude of iniquities ſhall be laid upon 
bim, and throughout all Iſrael every man ſhall 
hate his neighbour. - The fifth ſhall be held 
faſt in darkneſs, and likewiſe the fixth and the 
ſeventh, And in the ſeventh ſhalF be ſuch 
abomination, both before God and man, as I 
am not able to expreſs; howveit, that the do- 
ers thereof ſhall not be known. For this caulg - 
ſhall they be in captivity and corruption, and 
their land and ſubſtance ſhall be deſtroyed, 
but in the fifth week. they ſhall return into 
their deſolate country, and renew the Lord's 
houſe, In the ſeventh week, ſhall come ido- 
latrous prieſts, covetous warriors, unrighteous 

3 | D 3 leribes, 
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 ſeribes;. and filthy abuſers of men, children, 
and beaſts. After that the Eord hath ſent ven- 
geance upon them in thr prieſthood, then will 
God raiſe up a new Prieſt, unto hom all the 
Lord's words ſhall be opened; and he ſhall Il 
execute true judgment upon earth many days, 
and his ſtar mall ariſe in heaven. As a Kirg 
ſhall he ſhed forth the light of knowledge in 
the, open ſun- ſſine oft che day; and he fhall I 1 
be — overall the world, and be receiv- 
ed, and ſhine as the ſun upon the earth, and fl t 
drive away all darkneſs,. and there ſhall be 

E 

t 
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peace upon all the earth. la his days the hea- 
vens ſhalll rejoice, the earth ſhall be glad, the 
clouds ſhall be merry, the 3 of the 
Lord ſhall be poured out upon the earth as the 
Vaters of the ſeas, and the angels of glory that 
are in the Lord's preſence ſhall rej ice in him, In 
The heayens ſha}} be opened, and out of the Ih 
1 
h 


remple of glory ſhai: ſanEtification come upon 

him with the Father's voicr, as from Abraham, 

the ſather of Iſaac; and the glory of the High- 
eſt ſha}l be ſpread out upon him, and the ſpirit Nit 
of underftanding and ſanctification ſhall reſt 

3 him, whereof he ſhall give abundantly 

and mightily to his children in * for ever- 17 
wore, and there ſhall none ſucceed him from 
generation te generation, world without end. 
In his pritſthood. all ſin ſhall: come to an end, 
and the unrightecus ſhall ceaſe from their 
naughtineſs: but the righteous ſhall reſt in 
him, and be ſhall open the gates of - paradiſe, I} ti; 
and flay the threatening fword.ayairtt Adam, If g« 
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and feed the lambs with the fruit of life, and 
the ſpirit of holineſs. ſhall: de in them. He 
Mall bind up Belial, and give his own children 
power to tread down hurtful ſpirits, and the 
Lord ſhall .rejoice in his children, and acerpt 
them as his beloved for evermore. Phen ſhall 
Abraham; Iſaac, and Jacob be glad, and then 
ſhall J and all ſaints rejoices Now, my children - - 
ye have heard all; therefore chooſe unto you-+ -- 
either light or darkneſs ; either the law of 
the Lord, or the works of Belial.: And we an- 
ſwered our father, ſaying, We will walk before 
the Lord according to his law. And our fa- 
ther ſaid; The Lord is witneſs, and his angels 
are witneſſes, and Lam a witneſs, and your- 
ſelves art witneſſes of the words of my mouth. 
And when we had anſwered, We will be wit 
neſſes, Levi reſted with this charge given unto 
his children, and ſtretched out his feet, and 
was put to-his fathers, when he had lived an 
hundred and ſeven and thirty years; and they 
laid him in a coffin, aud buried him afterward 
in Hebron, beſide Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob. 


The teflament of Judah, made to bis children at 
bis death, concerning Valiantneſs, Covetouſneſs, 
and Hornicalin. 18 83 


T HE copy of all the fayings-of Judah, 
which he ſpake unto his children, at the 
time of his death; When they were come to- 
gether before him, he ſaid unto chem, 

; 7 | I was. 


24 The teſtament of Judab. 
I was my father's fourth fon, and my mo- 


ther called me Judah, ſaying, thank the 


Lord for that he hath given me a fourth ſon, 
I was fwift-of foot, and painful in my youth, 
and obeyed my father in all things, and bleſſ- 
ed my mother and my mother's ſiſters. And 
when I came uno man's eſtate, my father Ja- 
cob prayed over me, ſaying, Thou ſhalt be a 
king, and proſperous in all things. Behold 
God. gave me grace in all my works, both a- 
broad and at home. Upon a time I ſaw a 
| hind, and ran after her, and caught ber, , and 

made good meat of her to my — Allo 

I] outran the roes, and overtook all things that 
were in the fields, inſomuch that I caught a 
wild mare, and tamed her. I plucked a kid 
out of the mouth of a bear, and taking him by 
the paw overthrew him; and I rent aſunder all 
wild beaſts that turned upon me, as if I had 
been a dog. I encountered with a wild boar, 
and over-running him, tore him in pieces, In 
Hebron, a baſtard lion leapt upon a dog, and 
I] catching him by the tail, lung him away by 
and by, and he burſt afunder. In the borders 
of Gare, a wild bull was feeding in the fields, 
and I took him by the horns, and ſwinged him 
about, and finally killed him, There came 
two kings of the Canaanites armed upon our 
flock, and much people with them, and J alone 
running unto King Sur, and (ſtriking up his 
legs, overthrew him, and fo flew hun. Alſo, 
1 killed another king named Thaphes, fitting 


on his horſe, and ſo ſcattered all their people. 
1 over- 
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. The:teft ament of Judab. 35 
I overtook King Achor, a giant on horſe-back, 
ſhooting forward and backward ; and throw: 
ing a ſtone of | threeſcore pound weight upon 
his horſe, I overthrew: him, and kitied him; 
and fighting two hours with Achor, at length 
| clave his ſhield, and maimed his feet,” and 
g flew him. As 1 Was *pulling off His 
bre aſt-plate, behold eight of his friends affailed 
me, whereupon I Killed my hands with ftones, 
and-flinging.chem at them with a fling, flew 
four of them, and put the other four to flight, 
Alfo; our father Jacob flew the giant Becliſa, 
king of all the kings, who was mighty and 
huge; of the ſtature of twelve cubits ; by rea- 
ſon whereof fear fell upon them, and they leſt 
their fighting againſt us. For this cauſe my 
father was careful of me when 1 was in battle 
with my brethren, I ſaw in à viſion concerns 
ing me, that the angel of ſtrength followed me 
every Where, to the intent I ſhould not be 
overcome. The ſecond : hanſel was à greater 
battle to us than thats which:we had at She- 
chem inſomuch, that in fighting. valiently 
with my brethren, I chaſed avehouſand men, 
and Ile of them two hundred perſons,” and 
four of their Kings j and following aftet them, 
ſcaled che walls of their city, and there fle 
two more kings, and fo We dehvered Hebron, 
and led them alll away: as priſoners. Dhen,' 
the next day we ent th a ftrong: walled and 
unappronchable city called Areca, which chrea- 
tened to kl us; therefore aud Gad vent tu 
the ealt-fide of the city, and Reuben and Levi 
unto. 


36 The teftament of Fudab. 
unto the weſt and ſouth ſide: they that ſtood 
upon the walls, ſuppoſing there had been no 
more but Gad and 1, did fire upon us; while, 
in the mean time, my brothers that lay ſecret, 
broke out upon the other two ſides, and ſcaling 
the, walls with ladders, entered the city ere out 
enemies wiſt it, and fo we won it by the ſword, 
and ſet fire unto the tower, and burnt it up 
with ſuch as were fled into it, As we feturn- 
ed, the men of Thaſſie lay in wait for our prey, 
and took it with our children, But we; fol- 
lowed them to Thaſſie and flew them, and bu- 
ried their city, ſpoiling all that was in it. And 
while I was at the waters of Gureba, we fell 
upon the men, of Jobel, that came againſt us 
in battle, and flew and ſpoiled them both, and 
alſo their accomplices, that came to their aid 
from Sclcn, ſo as we gave them no reſpite to 
return again upon us. The. fifth day after, 
there came men from Machir, to fetch away 
our priſoners; whom we met in battle, not- 
withſtanding that they were a mighty hoft, and 
flew them, before they could get up to the 
place that they came from. And when we 
came to their city, their women tumbled down 
ſtones upon us from the top of the hill where- 
on their city ſtood : but I and Simeon caſting 
to the back- ſide of the town, got unto the 
higher places, and deſtroyed the whole city. 


The next day it was told us, that the cities of 


two kings came againſt us with a huge hoſt. 
therefore, and Dan, feigning ourſelves to be 
Amorrheans and fellows with them, went into 


their | 
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their city, and taking the entrance in the dead 
time of the night, did ſer: the gates. wide open 
to our brethren that came aſter us; by means 
whereof we deſtroyed them, and all that they 
had; and when we had ſacked the city, we 
did caſt down the three walls thereof. Then 
went we to Thamua, which was the 3 a 
all the kings for their wars, where, being an 
for a hurt that ] got, I charged upon thoſe tha 
ſtood above; but they threw down ſtones ou 
of ſlings upon me, and ſhot arrows at me, and 
would have killed me, had not my brother 
Dan, reſcued me: therefore we came ruaning 
upon them in a rage, put them all to flight, 
and they, paſſing by another way, went and 
ſued humbly uato my father, who made a co» 
venant with them, ſo as we did them not any 
more harm, but received them into league 
with us, and delivered them all their priſoners, 
Then bui!ded 1 Chamma, and my father build- 
ed Rainbabel, Twenty years old was I when 
this war. was made, and the Canaanites were 
afraid of me and my brethren, I kad rauch 
cattle, and my chief herdſman was Tran, in 
whoſe company I ſaw Berſa king of Odellam, 
who made us a feaſt, and with much entreat- 
ing gave me his daughter Bethſue to wife, 
which brought me forth Fe, Anna and Sylon, 
of which three God flew two childleſs, For 
Sylon lived, of whom ſome of you be the chile. 
dren, My father and we made eighteen years 
peace with his brother Eſav, and his children: 
when the cighteen. years were paſt, after our 
| coming 


„% Thee amen Judah. 
coming out of Me{opotomna, in the forty year 

of, my life, Eſau, our father's brother, came 

upon us withia very ſtrong hoſt, and being ſlain 
by the bow of Jacob; was conveyed: away dead 
unto mount Seir. We alſo followed vpon | 
the children of Eſau, but this city was very l 
ſtrong, with high walls, and gates of iron and. 
braſs, ſo as! we could not enter into it; how. 
heit we did iſhut them up in it, and beſieged it, r 
Now-whenithey ſhewed not themſſelves abroad 
imtwenty days together, I put my helmet upon y 
my head, and in the ſight of them all, ſer up h 
2 ladders tand ſealing the walls, ſlew ft ur of d 
their noblemen with a ſtone of the weight of 

three; talents, The next day Reuben and GelJJ ri 
went. and ſlew three ſcore others; Then they 
offered peace, and we, by our father's advice, n 
received them into tribute. And they. gave use 
200 quarters of corn, 500 bates of cad; End tt 
1g meaſures of wine, until we went down de 
into Egypt. After this my ſon Er, mafiicd g. 
Thamar of Meſopotamia, the daughterof Am-. A 
ram. Now Er was a wicked imp, and doubted 
much of Thamar, becauſe ſhe vias not ef the 
land of Canaan. Therefore the angel of the 
Lordi ſlew him the third nights after his mar- 
riage, when he had not yet accompaniechwith 
ber, by reaſon of his mother's ſubtility, and ſo 
he died in his naughtineſs, for: ſhe was loth 
that he ſhould have had any children by her. 
When Anna was matriageable, 1 gave ht 
mar-utito- him, and he likewiſe of a ſpitè ac-· It 
companied not with her, notwithſtanding chat kin 
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he lived a full year with her, and when I threa- 
tened him, then he accompanied with her; 
but yet by his mother's commandment he 
let his ſeed fall upon the ground, and ſo alſo 
he died in his wickedneſs. I minded to have 
given her unto Sylon alſo, but my wife Bethſue 
would not ſuffer me. - For ſhe ſpited Thamar, 
becauſe. ſhe was not of the daughters of Ca- 
naan as herſelf was, Now, I knew the off- 
ſpring of Canaan was miſchievous, but yet did 
youthful fancy blind my heart, And as I be- 
held her pouring out wine, I was deceived with 
drunkenneſs, and fell in love with her. 

Upon a time while I was away, ſhe mar- 
ried Sylon to a woman of Canaan: which 
when I underſtood, I curſed her in the bitter- 
neſs of my ſoul; and ſo ſhe died i in the wick- 
euneſs of her ſons. Two years after theſe 
things, as 1 went to ſhear my ſheep, Thamar 
decking herſelf like a bride, fat down at the 
gate of the city; for it was the cuſtom of the 
Amorites, that their brides do ſer themſelves 
forth at the gates of their Cities, for the ſpace 
of ſeven days together, to be abuſed by for- 
nication, -- I therefore being drunken with the 
waters of Horek, 1 knew her not by reaſon of 
wine, inſomuch that her beauty, together with 
the attire in decking of herſelf, deceived me, 
and thereupon turning aſide unto her, I ſaid, 
Shall I come unto thee? And ſhe anſwered, 
What wilt thou give me? And | gave her my 


Witaf and my gudle, and the crown of my 


kingdom, ar my e wich her, 
E ſne 


49 | The E of „ 
the conceived 5, after ward I not knowing my. 
ſelf to have been the doer thereof would 
have put her to death for it; but ſhe having 
kept my. pledges in ſtore, ſhamed me with 
them: and when I had heard my own words 
of her in ſecret, which 1 had ſpoken to her 
when I lay with her in my drunkenneſt, 
could not put her to death, becauſe it was of 
the Lord's doing. But I touched her not any 
more to my dying day. For when I had 
done this abomination in Iſrael, left ſhe 
might work wiles with me, | ſaid, I would Wa 
fetch my pledges again of ber, but when I Wt! 
inquired for her, the rownſmen ſaid, there |: 
was no bride in the city becauſe ſhe came ll «| 
from, another place, and had fic there but a Ne 
little while, and ſhe deemed that no man knew W at 
of my going in unto her. Afterward we If tt 
came into Egypt to Joſeph becauſe of the Il it 
dearth. Six and forty years old was 1 when 
we came hither, ang, threeſcore and thirteen 
— years have I lived bege, And now, my ſons, 
'- hear me your father in l things that I charge 
you, and keep you all my layings, i in doing all 
manner of .righteouſneſs before the Lord; "and 
in obeying the commandments of the LordGod, 
and walk not after your on luſts, nor after the 
conceits of your own minds, in the pride of your 
hearts; neither glory in the works of the 
ſtrength of your youth, becauſe it is ſinful 
10 the fight of the Lord : for in as much as 
I gloried, in my. battles, and upbraided my 
| biocher Reuben, wh Bunch my aber 
5 wife, 
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De teſtument of Judubz. 
wife, becauſe no face of any beautiful woman 

had yet deceived me, therefore the ſpirit of 
fondnets and fornication fell upon me, fo that 
| was overtaken both in Bethſue rhe Canaanite, 
and in Thamar the wife of my own ſons. And 

| ſaid to my father-in-law, As I have made my 
father privy” to the matter, I will take thy 
daughter to my wife, Hereupon e ſhewed me 
an infinite maſs of gold in his daughter's behalf, 
(for he was a king) and decking her with gold 
and pearl, willed der to pour out the wine to us 
at the ſupper: the beauty of the woman, and 
the wine together dazzled mine eyes, and vo- 
luptuouſly did fo darken mine underſtanding, 

that | feil in love with her, and brake the 
commandment of God, and of my father's, 
and took” her to wife, According to the in- 
tent of my heart, the Lord paid me home for 
it; for 1 had no joy of the children L had by 
her, N ow, therefore, my children, be not 
drunken with wine, for wine turneth 2 man's 
underſtanding away fromthe truth, and kind- 
leth in him the fire ef luſt, leading his eyes 
into error, in ſomuch as wine is a fervant to 
the ſpirit of lechery, to further the feeding 
of the mind with voloptuoùſneſs, and ſo thels 
twain bereave a man of all power. For if a 


* 


man drink wine till he be drunken, he train- | 


eth his mind intò the filthy thoughts of le- 
chery, and kindleth the body to catnal copu- 
lation: And if deſired occaſion ſerve, fin is 
wrou ght without ſha ne. Such a thing is wine, 
my ſons, for a drunken man is aſhamed of 

„ „ nothing. 
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nothing. Behold it made both me and Tha- 
mar do amiſs, fo as 1 bluſhed not at the mul. 
titude of the city, but went aſide unto her in 
the fight of all men, and committed a great 
fin in diſcovering the unclean privities of my 
own ſons. Through drinking of wine | vas 
not aſhamed to break God's commandment, in 
taking a woman of Canaan to wife. Where. 
fore my ſons, he that drinketh wine had need 
of diſcretion, and that every man. ought to 
uſe in drinking of wine is, that he be aſhamed 
to over-drink himfelf: for if he paſs that 
bound, he forgetteth his underſtanding, and 
| cleaveth to the ſpirit of «error, which cauſeth 
the drunken man to talk filthily, and ro do 
wickedly, and not to be aſhamed, but to boalt 
of his lewdnefs thinking it to be good, He 
that committeth whoredom is bereft of bis 
| liberty, and becometh a bond flave of lechery, 
and cannot get out of it again, after the ſame 
manner that I was made naked: for J gave o- 
ver my ſtay, that is to ſay, the ſtay of my 
tribe; and my girdle, that is, my power, and 
my crown, that is the glory of my kingdom. 
How beit, repenting thele- things, 1 forebore 
all wine and flrſh unto mine old age, and was 
utterly unaequainted with all murth. And the 

angel of God ſhewed me, that women thould 
from time to time over-maſter all men, as well 
kings as captives, and bereave great men of 


their glory; for the poverty of a poor mag 


is a greater fence to him, than is the Hr: ngth 


of a Mighty man z des my children, Keep 
Hes. , ' . * Wmealure 
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meaſure: in drinking, for there are in it four 
noiſome ſpirits, that is; to wir, of concupiſ- 
cence, of heart - burning, of lechery, and of 
filthy gain... If ye drink wine merrily in the 
fear of the Lord with ſhamefacedneſs, ye ſhall 
live: but if ye drink without regard of ſhame, 
and feat of God, then turneth it to drunken- 
neſs, and diſhoneſtly ſtealeth in. And if ye 
drink, none at all, then ſhall ye not fin, nei- 
ther in flingerous: words, nor in quarreling, 
nor in railing, nor in breaches of God's com- 
mandments, neither ſhall ye periſh before 
your time; for wine diſcloſeth the ſecrets of 
God and man unto ſtrangers, like as I bewrayed 
the ſecrets of God, and "of my father Jacob, 
to Bethſue the Canaanite, which God did for- 
bid to be diſcloſed. Alſo, wine is a cauſe of 
war and ſedition; moreover, | charge you, my 
ſons, that ye ove not money, nor look upon 
the beauty of women, for money and woman- 
}y beauty made me to - overfiroet myſelf in 
Bethſue the Canaanites And F ami ſure: that 
theſe co things ſhall corrupt mine offspring, 
and marr the wiſe men of my Hneage, add 
hurt the kingdom of Judah, which God hart 
given me for obeying my father, for I nevet 
repited at my father Jacob's commandments, 
but did hatſoever he wiled me. And A- 
_—— the father of my father's btefſed me 
to fight for -Ifracl, and ſo did Haac bleſs me 
Vw fect and 1 knew that the kingdom ſhould 
ſtand by me, bat I have read in the book of E- 
nocky . righteous, that ye ſhall work wicked- 
E 3 neſs 
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1 The teflament of Judah. 
neſs in the latter days. Therefore, my chidren, 
keep yourſelves from lechesy and. covetouſ- 
neſs, and give ear unto your father Judah : 
for thofe things withdraw men from God's 
law, and blind the underſtanding of their minds, 
and teach them pride, neither ſuffer they any 
man to ſhew mercy to his neighbour: they 

bereave the ſoul of all good things, and hold 
it down in pains and forrows : alſo they diſap- 

point him of his reſt and fleep, and conſume 
his fleſn. Finally, they hinder God's ſacri- 
fices,. neglect his bleſſings, diſobey tbe ſpeak- 
| ing of the prophets, and are offended at the 
word of godlineſs; for theſe two paſſions 
are contrary to- the commandments of God, 

He that ſerveth them, cannot obey God, be- 
cauſe they dazzle mens minds, and walk abroad 
as well a-nights as of days. My children, co» 
vetouſneſs leadeth men to idolatry, for through. 


doting upon money he calleth them gods 


which are not, and compelleth the infected 


party to grow. moſt vilely out of kind. For 


money's. ſake. I. loſt children, and had not 
the penance of. the fleſh, and the humbling 
of my ſoul, and had not the pray ers of my fa- 
ther. Jacob been, I had died as now without. 


children; but the God of my father being 


merciful, and full of pity and compaſſion, 
knew that. I. had ſinned through igaorance, 
ſor the prince of error had blinded me, and 


J overſhot myſelf. as a fleſhly man, and being 


c0orrupted with ſin, knew not mine own infit- 
'*mity,, but. thought myſelf to be. yi. 
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The teflament of Juda. 
Know: ye- therefore, my ſons, that two ſpi- 


4s 


rits do wait upon a man; that is, the (pi= - 


rit of truth, and the ſpirit of error, and in 


the midſt berween them is ſet the ſpirit of - 


underſtanding of the mind, whole profpericy 


is to ineline which way it liſteth : the thingy 


that belong both- to- truth and untruth, are 


written in the breaſt of man, and God know 


eth every whit of it, and none of all mens 
works. can be hidden at any time from him 
becauſe all the privities and ſectets of mens, 


hearts are written before the Lord, and the 
foirit of truth beareth witneſs. of alk things 


that accuſeth all, and. he that ſinneth hath a 
burning in his heart, and cannot lift up his face 
to his judge. And now, my children, love ye 
Levi, that ye may abide: and exalt not your= 
ſelves above him, leſt ye periſh, Fhe Lord 
hath given unto me the kingdom, and unto 
him the prieſthood, and hath put the king- 
dom under the prieſthood.. Unto me he hath 
given the things that are upon. the earth,.and 


1 


unto. him-the things that are in. heaven. A 


far as the heaven ſurmounteth the earth, ſo 


far. doth. the priefthood. ſurmouat the kingdom 
that is upon the earth; for the Lord hath che- 


ſen him above me, to approach unto him and 


to eat of his table, and to take the firſtlings of 


the children of Iſrael, and thou ſhalt be as a ſea 


to him, for like as in the ſea. both the righte- 


aus and unrighteous are in-danger, and the one 


fort are caught priſoners, and the other fort are 


enriched 3: even. fo ſhall. all kind of men be 


RS: 4. hazarded | 


4% FOO Jud 
1 hazarded in thee; ſome ſinking in miſery, and 
other ſome floating in profperity. For in 
thee ſhall reign great whales, _ ſhall 
ſwallow u men, as fiſhes, and bring free mens 
ſons and daugh ghters into bondage. hey ſhall 
take away mens hovufes, lands, — and mo- 
ney by force; and wrongfully: they ſhall feed 
ravens, and other greedy fowls with many 
folks fleſh, and they ſhall. proſper and flouriſh . 
in naughtineſß, and be exalted through covet- . 
ouſneſs; and there ſhall be falſe prophets like ) 
ſtorms, which ſhall” perſecute all righreous ft 
men. Bot the Lord ſhall fee them together i] 
by the ears amongſt themſelves, and there f. 
mall be continual wats in lſrael, and my king» Nu 
dom fhall be knit up in Rrangers, tin the Sa- Ip 
Vviour of Iſrael come, even till the coming of In 
the God of righteouſneſs, that Jacob and all If 
nations may reſt in peace, and he ſhall main» o 
- tain my kingdom in peace for ever. For the Ib. 
Lord hath ſworn to me, that the kingdom of ). 
me and my ſeed ſhall never fait world wirh- Hh. 
out end. But I am very ſorry, my children, 
for the filthineſs, and treachery, and idolatry, 
which ye ſhalt work againſt che kingdom, by 
following witches: and comurers, by vowing 
your daughters to deceirful-devils, by makir g 
thera inchenters, charmers, and ſtrumpets, and 
by intermeddling yourſelves with - the: abomi- 
nations of the heathen, for the which things 
the Lord ſhall bring upon you famine and 
43 peſtilence, death and ſword, wrathful befiege- 
—_ ment, and devouring dogs, — 
12 * 
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of your children, raviſhing of wives, ſpoil 
of your goods, the burning of your temple, 
the deſolation of your country, and the cap- 
tivity of yourſelves amongſt all nations, wha 
ſhall geld ſome of you, to make Eunuchs for. 
their wives: but if ye return to the Lord 
with hearty repentance and humility, and 
walk in all the commandments of God, he 
will viſit you with mercy, and lovingly deliver 
you frem the bondage of your enemies. Af- 
ter this ſhall riſe amongſt you a ſtar out of 
Jacob, and a. man ſhall ſpring out of my 
ſerd which ſhall walk as the day- ſun of righ- 
teouſneſs amongſt the children of men, in 
peace and meckneſs, add righteouſneſs, and 
no ſin ſhall be found in him. The heavens 

ſhall open upon him, to pour out the Spirit 
of bleſſedne ſs upon him from the Father, and 
be ſhall ſhed the Spirit of grace upon you, and 
you ſhali be his childten in truch, walking in 
his firſt and laſt commandments. This is the 
offspring of che moſt high God, and the well- 
lpriag: of life to all fl-ſh. Then ſhall the 
ſceptte of my kingdom ſhine bright, and out 
of your root ſhall ſpring the veſſel of plant- 
ine, n whom ſhall grow up ine rod of righ- 
tecuineſs unto the Gentiles, to judge and ſave 


al. luch as call upon him. After this ſhall A- 


draham, Iſaac, and Jacob, riſe up again to 


d liſc, and I and the priaces my brethrea ſhall 


be your ſceptre in lirael. Levi firſt” I next, 
Joſeph the third, Benjamin the fourth, Sime= 
| 1 


5 


and foes, Joſs and pain of eyes, laughter 


5 keep all the law of the Lord, for ahete 


48 The teſtanent of Fulab, 

on the fifth, Iſſachar the ſixth, and ſo all the 
reſt, And the Lord bath bleſſed us. Levi 
ſhall be the meſſenger of my preſence, Sime- 
on the power of my glory, Reuben heaven, 
Iffachar the earth, Zebulun the ſea, Joſeph 
the mountains, Benjamin the tabernacle, Dan H- 
the light, Nephtali the dainties, Ga the day 
ſun, aud Aſher an olive tree, And there ſhall N. 
be one people of the Lord, and one tongue ; It 
and there ſhall be no more the faſſe fpirit of Be- ſe 
Hal, becauſe” he ſhall be caſt into endleſs fire. I, 
They that are buried in ſorrow, ſhall rife in 4 
joy: and they that were poor for the Lord's Hb 
fake, ſhall be made rich, They that ſuffered pe- 
nury, ſhall have plenty: and they that are weak, 
ſhall be made ſtrong : they that died for the 
Lord's fake, ſhall: wake up unto life, and run 
in jacob: yea, they ſhall run ſkipping and. 
leaping, and they ſhall fly as eagles for joy. 
But the ungodly ſhall be ſorrowful, aud the 
finners ſhall mourn, and all people ſhall glorify, 
the Lord for ever. Therefore, my chiidren, I. 
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is hope for all ſuch as walk aright. An hun- 
dred and nineteen years old do I die in your 
fight: let none of you bury me in coſtly 
elorhes, nor rip up my belly, for fo. will rulers 
do, but carry me back unto Haron with you. 
With thele words Judah died; and ais child- 
ten doing in all things as he commanded them, 
buried hun with his tachers in Hebron- K 
OP * Wy = 4 . Key 3089 


The teſtament of ac har. 45 
The tefament of 72 char, made to bis children at 
bi death, concerning a. Single Heart. 


* 


NE copy of Iſſachar's words; he call- 

ing his children about him, ſaid unto 
them, Ye children of Iſſachar, hear your fa- 
ther, and hearken to the words of the belov- 
ed of the Lord. I Jacob's fifth ſon in the re- 
ward of mandrake : For Reuben brought man- 
drakes aut of the field, and Rachel meeting 
him, took them off him; thereat Reuben wept, 
and at his noiſe my mother Leah came out. 
Naw the mandrakes were ſweet ſcented apples, 
which the land of Aram bringeth forth in high 
countries, by the water vallies. And Rachel 
laid, I will not give thee theſe apples, becauſe 
J. hey ſhall help me to children. Now there were 
ie two of theſe apples, and Leah ſaid, Doth it 
not ſuffice thee, that thou haſt gotten away! 
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wilt have this alſo? She anſwered, Let jacob 
ly with, thee to- night for thy ſon's mandrakes. 
eah ſaid unto her, Do not boaſt nor brag, 
for Jacob is mine, and I am the wife of his 
s ouch. And Rachel anſwered, How fo? Was 
De not firſt: handfaſted unto me, and ſerved: 
he not our father fourteen years for me? What: 
Hall I do to thee? fur many are the wiles 
nd policies of men, and guile goes forward 
don earth. If it had been otherwiſe, thou 
houldeſt not have ſeen Jacob in the face at 
ä | this 


1 


Ihe huſband of my virginity, but that thou 


ſuffered me not to fee him. For had I been 
there, this had not come to paſs. Wherefore, 


| ſans; becaufe ſhe had forſaken the company 
"of her huſband, and choſen continency ; and 


ples for his company, ſhe ſhould have born 
eight children, whereas, by reaſon of that, ſhe 


ſited her in the mandrakes; for I knew that 


ſhe laid up the mandrake and delivered: it un- 


go The teſtament of INachas. 
this day; For thou art not his wife, but wert 
guilefully put to him in my ſtead ; my father 
deceived me, and conveying me away that night, 


take the one mandrake, and in lieu of the o- 
ther, I grant thee him for one night; and Jacob 
knew Leah, who conceived, bare me, and 


called my name Ifſachar, becauſe of the kire. 


Then an angel of the Lord appeared unto Ja- 
cob, and ſaid that Rachel ſhould bear but two 


if my mother Leah had not given the two ap- 


bore. but fx, Rachel two, and becauſe God vi- 


ſne greatly deſired to company with Jacob, for 
iſſues ſake, and not for luſt of pleaſure: for” 


to Jacob the next day, and therefore. God 
heard Rachel in the mandrakes, becauſe that 6 
although ſhe had a mind unto them, yet ſhe 7 
ate them not, but offered to them the prieſt of wi 
the moſt High which was in thoſe days, and 8 
laid them up in the Lord's houſe. Threfore, 51 
my children, when I came into man's eſtate, | 1 
walked with an upright heart, and became 5 


bailiff of huſbandry unto my fathers, and f 


brought them the fruits of their lands, in their 

due ſeaſons, and my father bleſſed me, when ke. 

he ſaw how I walked plainly and fimply, II.“ 
| 6-7 00M 


The teſtament of Iſſachar. 51 
was no buſy body in my doings; I was not 
hurtful nor ſpiteful to my neighbour : I 
railed not upon any man, neither diſpraiſzd 1 
the life of any that walked in fingleneſs of mind. 
By reaſon hereof, when I was thirty years old, 
I took. a wife, becauſe labour had conſume» 
ed my ſtrength, I neither knew the plea 
ſures of a woman through wantonneſs, but my 
labour made me to ſleep mm and my fa- 
ther did always rejoice in my ſimplicity, For 
whatſoever pains I took, firſt of all, I offered 
all the firſt fruits, and the firſt ingendered cat- 
tle unto the Lord by the prieſt, and then gave 
my father the reſt, and the Lord doubled his 
benefits in my hands; yea, and Jacob himſelf 
perceived well that God wrought with my plain 
dealing. For unto every poce man, and un- 
to every man in adverſity, gave | of the fruits 
of the earth, and with a ſingle heart. And 
now, my children, hearken, and walk 1a ſingle- 
neſs of mind; for I know that the Lord is very 
well pleaſed with it. The ſingle hearted man 
coveteth not gold, undermineth not his neigh» 
bour, luſteth not after diverſity of meats, de- 
ſireth not ſhift of apparel, nor benighteth 
himſelf long time; but only hath an eye to 


God's will, and the ſpirit of error can do no- : | 


thing againſt him; for he will not entertain a 
fair woman, leſt he ſhould defile his own mind ; 
wrath overmaſtereth not his wit; envy melts 
eth not his ſoul; neither doth his mind run 
covetous upon gain; for he leadeth an upright 
life, and beholdeth all things with a ſingle eye, 

F excluding 


luaſt days your children ſhall forſake plainneſs, 
and cleave to covetouſneſs, let go innocency, 


. $2 me befbament of Huch: 

excluding all hurtfulneſs of worldly error, leſt 
he ſhould overſee any of the commandment; 
of God. Therefore, my children, keep God's 
law, and hold faſt plainneſs; walk on in in- 
Nocency, and be not too inquiſitive into God's 
ſecrets,” or of your neighbours doings; but 
Iove God and your neighbour; pity the poor 

"and weak; bow down- your back in huſbandry 
and labour, in tilling of the earth in all man- 
ner of - huſbandry, offering preſents to the 
Lord with thankſgiving, who bleſſed the earth 
with increaſe, and a new ſpring of fruits, as 
he bleſſed all holy men from Abel to this day: 
for there is none other portion given thee, 
than of the fatneſs of the earth, whoſe fruit 
come by pains taking: for our father Jacob bleſ- 
fed me with t|.* benefits of the earth, and the 
ficſtlings of fruits. Levi and Judah are glori- 
ed of the Lord amongſt the children of Jacob; 
ſor God hath planted himſelf in them, giving 
to the one the prieſthcod, and to the other 

the kingdom: therefore obey ye them, and 
Walk plainly as your father Jacob did; for 
unto Gad it is given to deſtroy the temptations 
of Iſrael. My children, I know that in the 
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and follow lewdneſs; leave God's command- 
ments, and ſtick unto Behal ; give over huſ- 
bandry, and gad after wie ked devices, and}. 
therefore ſhall they be ſcattered amongſt ch a; 
Heathen, and become bond ſlaves to their fl 


enemies. 
| Where- 


The te — : 53. 


Wherefore, warn. your children of it, that if 
they fin, they may return quickly to the Lord; | 
for he is merciful, and will deliver them, and Fe, *» 
bring them home again unto their own land, | 
} am now an hundred twenty and two years 
old, and I know not any deadly fin upon mes 
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II have not known any woman but my wife, 
neither have 1 committed whoredom in the luſt 
« of mine eyes. I have not drunken wine unto 
e drunkenneſs, neither have I coveted any plea» 
a fant things of my neighbours, There hath 


been no guile. in my heart, neither hath there 
any lying gone out of my lips. 1 have been 

e,  forry with every man that was in heavineſls, _ 
3M and given my bread to the poor, I have not 
{MW eaten my meat alone, nor moved the bounds 

el and butiles of lands, I have been pitiful all 

iſ the days of my life, and dealt truly in all 

di caies, I have loved the Lord with all my 

of firength, and all men as my own children. My 

er ſons, if you alſo da the like, all the ſpirits of 

d Belial will fly from you; and nothing that miſ- 

orffl chtevous men can do againſt you, all hay 

nil power over you; you mall bring all wild 

heſſl beaſts into ſubjection to you, becauſe ye have 

ſs, the Lord of heaven with you, if ye walk with 
him in ſingleneſs of heart, And he willed them 

d- to carry his body into Hebron, and to bury 

.- him there in the cave with his fathers. Tnus 

he ſtretched out his feet, and died in a good 
age, having all tis limbs {trong and ſound, and | 


llept beg lleep of all the world, | = 
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54 The teflament of Zebalun. 


The teftament of Zebulun, made to his children at 


bis geath, concerning Compaſſion and Mercy, 


HE charge that Zebulun gave" to his 

1 children, in the hundred and. four- 
teenth year of his life, two and thirty years 
after the deceaſe of Joſeph; and he ſaith un- 
to them, Hear ye me, ye ſons of Zebulun, a 
good gift to my father and mother. For when 
I was begotten, my father was greatly increaf- 
ed in ſheep and cattle, by reaſon of the good 
luck that he had through the ſtraked rods, | 
wiſt not, my children, I wift not, that I ſinned 
in tkofe days; for I conſtdered not that ] dealt 
wickedly through ignorance in Julſrph's caſe; 
and moreover concealed: it with my brothers 
from our father, howbeit that I wept much 
for it in ſecret; for JI was ſore afraid of my 
| brothers, becauſe they had all conſpired toge- 
ther to ſlay him with the ſword, that I. ſhould 
bewray that fecret. Nevertheleſs, when they 
would have killed him, I beſought them mot 
earneſtly with tears, that they would not do 
ſuch wickedneſs, For Simeon and Gad came 
upon Joſeph to have killed him: and Joſeph 
falling uppen his knees, ſaid unto them, Have 
pity upon me, my brethren, have pity upon 
the bowels of our father Jacob: lay not your 
hands upon me, to ſhed innocent blood; for | 
have not ſinned againſt you. If | have done 


amiſs, nurture me with chaſtiſements, but lay 
not 


* 


The teſtament of Zebuluns 33 
not your hands upon me for our father Jacob's 
ſake, Upon his ſaying of theſe words, I be- 
ing moving with compaſſton, came and wept, 
and my heart melted” within me, and all the 
ſubſtance of my bowels were looſened upon my 
ſoul, Alſo Joſeph wepr, and I with him, and 
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4 is the price of our brother's blood: but let 
us tread and trample it under our feet, becauſe 
he ſaid he ſhould. reiga over us, and we hall 
ee what his dreams will come to. Wherefore 
n che ſceptre of Enoch's law, it is written of 
him that would not raiſe up ſeed. to his bro- 
cher, I have leged Foſeph's ſhoe. For when N 
Ile came out of Egypt, the young men un- 
buckled Joſeph's ſhoes, at the gate, and ſo 
ve worſhipped Joſeph, as if he had been Pha- 


my heart trembled, and the joints of my body = 
5 quaked, and I was not able to ſtand. And 
ven he ſaw me weeping with him, and them | | 
coming towards him to kill him, he fled be- '| 
bind me, and beſought them to take pity on „ 
J prechren, let us not kill him, but let us caſt | 
; him into the dry pit that our father digged, : 
4 and found no water in it. God ſuffered not 1 
„ eay water to ſpring up in it, becauſe it ſhould ih 
1 be a ſafe-guard to Joſeph: And fo God did 1 
all chey fold. him to the Iſhmaelites. Thus fi 
0 gave I no conſent to the fin againſt Joſeph: { 
but Simeon, Gad, and the other of my bro- if 
J thers, taking money for Joſeph, bought ſhoes 3 
p with it, for themſelves, their wives, and their = 
children, ſaying,. Let us not eat it, becauſe it o 
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raoh; and not only worſhipped him, but alſo 
| kneeled down before him wich bluſhing, and 
ſo were we put to ſhame before the Egypti- 
ans; - for afterward the Egyptians heard of all 
the ill that we had offered and done to Joſeph, 
After the laying of him in the pit, my bro- 
thers fet meat upon the table to eat, but I 
mourning for *Joſeph, did taſte no meat for 
the ſpace of two days and two nights toge- 
ther; neither would judah eat with them, but 
had an eye to the pit, becauſe he feared leaſt 
Simeon and Gad fſhovld Rep there and kill 
him. When they ſaw that I eat nothing, 
they ſet me to keep him till he was fold, He 
was in the pit three days and three nights 
anne repaſt ere he was fold. Reuben hear- 

ing that he was ſold in his abſence, rent his 
garments, and wept, ſay ing, How ſhall I look 
my father Jacob in the face, And therewith- 
al taking money, he ran after the merchant- 
men; but he could not find them, for they 
had left the king's high-way, and were gone a- 
way apace by lanes; and Reuben eat no meat 
that day. Dan therefore coming unto him, 
faid, Weep not, neither be ſad for the boy: 
for I wot what we may ſay unto our father 
Jacob. We will kill a kid, and tain Joſeph's 
coat with the blaod of it, nd fay unto him, 
See if this be thy ſon's coat or no? For when 
they intended to ſell Joſeph, they ſtripped him 
out of our father's coat, and put upon him an 
old coat of a bond-ſervant, Simeon had gotten 


die coat, and would not deliver it unto us, but 
| Was 
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was minded to haye cut it in pieces with his 


ſword: and he was angry that he was yet a- 
live, and that he had not ſtain him, Thea all 


my brethren riſing ap together, ſaid unto him, 
Why ſhouldeſt thou not give it unto us, ſeeing 
that thou only art the worker of this miſchief 


in Iſrael ? Hereupon he gave it them, and 


they did as Dan had counſelled. And now 
my children, | warn you to keep the Lord's 
commandments; be merciful to your neigh- 
bours, and have inward compaſſion towards 


all, not only men but alfo beaſts. For in that 


reſpect the Lord bleſſed me, inſomuch that 
when all my brothers were ſick, I eſcaped 
without fickneſs. For God knoweth every 
man's intent. Therefore, my children, have 
compaſſion in your bowels, becauſe that as 
any man dealeth with his neighbour, fo will 
God deal with him. For the children of my 
brothers fell fick alfo, and died for Joſeph's 
ſake, becauſe their fathers. pitied him got; but 
my children wefe preferred without ſickneſs, as 
you know, And while I was upon the ſea- coaſt 
of Canaan, I fell ro fiſhing for my father Jacob: 
and whereas many others were drowned in the 


fea, I abode unhurt. I was the firſt that 


made a fiſher-boat to float on the fea ; for God 
gave me underſtanding and wiſdom therein, 
lo that J did ſer up a maſt in the boat, and 


taſtened a fail to the midſt of the wood, and 


coalling along the ſhore in it, I fiſhed for my 
father's houſebold, till we came to Egypt ; and 
for pity ſake, I gave of my fiſhing to every 

5 | ſitranger 
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38 The teſtament Zebulun. 
ſtranger that I met with. If there were any 
foreigner born, or any ſick body, or any aged 
perſon, I boiled my fiſh, and dreſſed it well 
according to every man's need, and carried it 
to them, comforting them, and having com- 
paſſion with them; therefore God made me 
to catch much fiſh in the tea, For he that 
giveth his neighbour, receiveth the things mul. 
tiplied of the Lord. Five years did I fiſh, 
giving to every man that I ſaw, and ſerving 
all my father's houſe ſufficiently. In harvelt 
time | fiſhed, and in winter time 1 fed ſheep 
with my brothers. Now will 1 tell you what 
I did, I ſaw a miſerable man in the dead of 
winter, and having compaſſion upon him, I 
ſtole a garment privily out of my houſe, and 
gave it the naked man: You therefore, my 
. Children, take pity indifferently of all men, 
and ſhew mercy with the things which the 
Lord giveth you, and deal abroad to all men 
with a good heart. And if ye have not where - 
with to ſuccour the needy. out of hand, yet 
have compaſſion on him with inward Mercy. 
My hand was not flack to give to him that want- 
ed, and to ſpend the time with him, inſomuch 
that I have walked above ſcven furlongs with 
fuch an one weeping, and my heart yearn- 
ing upon him for eompaſſion. You therefore, 
my children, have earneit and inward: mercy 
towards all that are in miſery ;; that God hav- 
ing pity upon you, may be merciful to you like- 
| wife, For in the laſt days God will ſend his 
mercy upon the earth, and . 5 
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We teftament of Zebulun. 59 
fndeth inward heart mercy, there will he dwell: 
for, look how much mercy man ſheweth to his 
neighbour, ſo much will God ſhew to him 
again. Now when we came down into E- 
gypt, Joſeph minded not our evil dealings with 
bim; but when he ſaw me, it made his heart 
yearn; whom do ye look upon, my children, 
and learn to forget the harm that is done to 
you. Love ye one another, and do not one 
of you think upon another's ill dealing, for 
that breaketh unity, and diſpleaſeth all kin- 
dred, and troubleth the mind. For he that 
is mindful of harm paſt, hath not the bowels 
of mercy, Mark the water, and ſee how it 
waſheth away the fand, when the ſtones and 
timber are removed aſunder. And if a brook be 
drawn into many ſtreams, the earth ſueketh ic 
uPs and it cometh to nothing; and ſo ſhall you 
if you be divided amongſt yourſelves: therefore 
divide not yourſelves into two heads; for all 
things that God hath created have but one 
head apiece. He hath given a man two 
ſhoulders, two hands, and two feet, but yet 
do all the members obey one head? I know 
by the writings of my fathers, that in the laſt 
days ye ſhall depart from the Lord, and be di- 
vided in Iſrael, following two kings, working 
all abomination, and worſhipping all manner 
of idols, and your enemies ſhall take you pri- 
loners, and you ſhall fit among the heathen in 
all miſery, tribulation, and forrow of mind; 
and afterwards you ſhall remember the Lord, 
and repent, and he ſhall turn you again: for 
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do - The teſtament of Zebultten. 
_ he is merciful and full of compaſſion, and 
thinketh not upon the lewdneſs of the children 
of men, becauſe they be fleſh, and the ſpirits 
of error beguile them in all their doings, 
After this ſhall God himſelf raiſe up unto you 
the light of righteouſneſs ; and wholeſomeneſs 1 
and mercy are in his puniſhment. He ſhall 
redeem all men from the bondage of Belial,  } 
and all the ſpirits of error ſhall be troden down; 
and he ſhall turn all nations to the following 
of him, and ye ſhall ſee God in the ſhape of 
man; for God hath choſen Jeruſalem, and 
God is his name; nevertheleſs, by the wick- 
edneſs of your words, you ſhall provoke him 
to wrath, and ye ſhall be caſt off till the time 
of full finiſhing. And now, my children, be 
not ſad for death, neither be ye out of heart 
becauſe 1 leave you: For 1 ſhall riſe up among 
you as a Captain in the midſt of my tribe, a- 
mong as many as have kept the law of the j 
Lord, and the commandmeats of their father It. 
rbulun. But as for the wicked, God ſhall Io 
bring everlaſting fire upon them, and deſtroy I a: 
them for ever. I return to my reſt, as my fa- f 
thers have done: now fear you the Lord your T 
God, with all your ſtrength all the days of w 
your life, As he had ſpoken-theſe words, he I 
fell aſleep to his fingular benefit: and his cc 
ſons laid him in a coffin, and carrying him I pe 
back again unto Hebron, buried him there ta 
with his fathers. _. | 1. Ea Ide 
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called his tribe unto him and ſaid, 


the thing that is good; for truth joined with 


Joiced at the felling of him, becauſe our fa- 
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The te ament of Dan, made to bis children at his 
| | death, concerning Anger and Lying. 
j HE copy of Dan, his words which he 


ſpake unto them in his laft day, in the 
hundred and twenty- fifth year of his life, he 


Ye children of Dan, hear my ſayings, and 
give heed to the words of my mouth. I liked 
in mine heart, and ſhewed in my whole life 


right dealing pleaſeth God well. I have hat- 
ed hurtful things, as lying and anger, be- 
cauſe they teach a man all manner of naugh- 
tinefs, I confeſs unto you, my children, this 
day, that I was glad in my heart at the death 
of Joſeph, that true and good man; and re- 


ther loved him more than us; for the ſpirit 
of ſpitefulnefs and pride ſaid unto me, Thou 
art his ſon to as well as he. And one of the 
ſpirits of Belial wrought with me, ſaying, 
Take this ſword and ffay Joſeph with it, and 
when he is dead thy father ſhall love thee, 
This was that ſpirit of ſpitefulneſs which 
counſelled me to devour Joſeph, as the leos 
pard devoureth a kid. But the God of our 
father Jacob did not put him into my hands, 

nor ſuffered me to find him alone, that I might 
diſpatch two ſceptres in Iſrael, 9928 
that wickedneſs, And now, my children, - 


62 The teftament of Dan. 
tell you of a truth, that unleſs you keep your- 
ſelves from this ſpirit of lying and wrath, and 
love truth and long ſufferance, ye ſhall periſh, 
Wrath is blind, my children, and no wrath- 
ful man looketh truth in the face, becauſe 
that although they were his father and mo- 
ther, yet doth he hold. them all his enemies; 
though he be his brother, yet he knoweth 
him —_ though he be the Lord's prophet, 
yet obeyeth he him not; tho' he be a righteous 
man, yet he regardeth him not; and tho' he be 
his friend, yet he conſidereth not. For the 
fpirit of wrath beſetteth him with the friends 
of error, blinding his natural eyes, and dim- 
ing the eyes of his mind, .by falſehood, and 
giving to him a fight of his own making, 
And wherein bleareth he his eyes? la hatred 
of heart, for he givetk him a Kif-willed heart 
againſt his brother to ſpite him and envy 
him. My ſons, wrath is miſchievous, for it 
becometh a ſoul to the ſoul, and ſubdueth the 
body to itſelf by overmaſteriag the ſoul, and 
giveth power to the body to work all wicked- 
neſs; and when the ſoul hath wrought, it juſ- 
tifieth the thing done, becauſe it ſeeth not: 
Therefore he that is wrathful, if he be a man 
of might, hath terrible power in his anger. 
One through the help and the furtherance of 
his ſervants, another of his riches, where- 
through he perſuadeth and overcometh his 
unrighteouſneſs; and a third, of the nature of 
his own body, which of irſelf workerh evil, 
And though. he that is angry be a poor man, 
25 
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yet hath he his natural power doubled; for 
the ſaid ſpirit doth always further his wicked= 
neſs, by cauſing his deeds to be matched with 
lying, Wherefore conſider the power of 
wrath, how vain it is. For he is in bitter 
ſpeech, and walketh at Satan's right hand, 


that his deeds may be wrought in untruſtineſs 
and lying. For Satan doth firſt of all ſting 


him by ſpeech, and when he hath once pricked 
him forward, he ſtrengtheneth him by deeds, 
and troubleth his underſtanding with bitter 
nips and loſſcs, and ſo provoketh his mind to 


exceſſive wrath: therefore when any man ſpeak - 
eth againſt you, be not moved to anger; and 

if he praiſe you as good men, be not puffed. 
vp, nor changed to voluptuouſneſs and fierce» 


neſs of countenance ; for when a man heareth 
a thing that miſlikerh him, firſt it tickleth 
him, and ſtingeth his mind ſo that he thinks 
he hath juſt cauſe to be angry. Now there- 
fore, my children, if ye fall into any loſs and 
hinderance, be not out of patience, for. the 


ſpirit of impatience maketh men to luſt forthe 


thing that is forgone, and to be angry for the 
want of it. Bear your loſſes williagly, and bs 
not unquiet for it: for unquictneſs engenders 
eth anger and untruth ; and it is evil to have 
a double face. Anger and untruth talk on 
to another to trouble the underſtanding... And 
when the mind is cumbered with diſdain, the 
Lord departeth from it, and Belial getteth the 
dominion of it: Therefore, my children, keep 
the Lord's commandmeats and laws, eſchew 
ntruth, and hate it, _ the Lord may dwell 
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in you and Belial fly from you. Speak every 
one of you truth to his neighbour, that ye fall 
not willingly into incumbrance,and fo ſhall ye be 
in quiet, and ye ſhall have the God of peace; 
war ſhall not prevail againſt you. Love the 
Lord all your life long, and love ye one ano- 
ther with a ſooth-faſt heart, I am ſure that 
in the latter days ye ſhall depart from the p 
Lord, and walk in naughtineſs, working the Ic 
ab minations of the Gentiles, and haunting f. 
Wicked women in all lewdneſs, by the work-Y 
ing of deceitful ſpirits in you: For I havee 
read in Enoch, that Satan is your prince, andſd: 
that the ſpirits of fornication and pride, all 
play themſelves in laying ſnares for the chile Im 
dren of Dan, to make them fin before the Lord. o. 
But, my children, ſtick ye unto Levi, and lookk: 
vpon iim in all things. The children of JudahFſh 
all {natch away other mens goods like lions, IB 
through covetouſneſs, For this cavſe ſhall yeEbe 
be led away with them into captivity, and there ſh 
receive all the plagues of Egypt, and all the fn 
malice of the heathen : whereupon ye ſhall re-Wl!r 
turn to the Lord, and obtain mercy, and hei be 
Mall bring you into his holy place, and pro-Wt* 
claim peace unto you. The Lord's favingWp' 
health ſhall ſpring up unto you our of theſtr: 
tribes of Judah and Levi. He ſhall make warf he 
againſt Belial, and give our young men the yo 
on in revengement. He ſhall deliver the te. 
imprifoned fouls of the ſaints from Belial, andi fer 
turn your unbelieving hearts to the Lord, andi lav 
give everlaſting peace to ſuch as call upon 7. fro 
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The ſaints ſhall reſt in him, and the righte- 
ous ſhall rejoice in the new Jeruſalem, which 


hall glorify God for ever. Jeruſalem ſhalk 


no more be waſted, nor Iſrael led into capti- 
vity, becauſe the Lord ſhall be converſant a- 
mong men in the midſt of it, and the holy One 
of Iſrael ſhall reign over you in lowlineſs and 
poverty, and he that believeth in him, ſhall 
certainly reign in heaven, Now, my children, 


fear the Lord, and beware of Satan and his 


ſpirits; and draw near to God, and the Ar- 
gel that excuſeth you, ſor he is the Mediator 
between God and man, to ſet peace in Iſracl. 


A 


He ſhall ſtand againſt the kingdom of the ene 


my, and merefore will the enemy labour io 
overthrow all that call upon the Lord, for he 
knoweth, that whenfoever Iſrael decayeth, then 
ſhall his enemies kingdom come to an end, 
But the {aid Angel ſhall ſtrengthen Iſrael, that 


he come not to an evil end. At that time 


ſhall Iſrael depart from iniquity, and the Lord 
ſhall vifit ſuch as do his will in all places of 
lirac], and among the heathen his name ſhall 
be, The Saviour. Therefore, my children, 
keep yourſelves from all noifome dealings, and 
put trom you wrath, and all untruth. Love 
truth aad mildneſs, and look what you have 
heard of your father, and deliver it over to 
your children, that the father of nations may 
receive you. For he was footh-falt, long fuf« 
tering, meek, lowly, and à teacher of God's 
law by his own works. Therefore, "depart 
from all unrighteouſaeſs of the Lord's law, and 
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66 The teſtament ef Napbtali. 
bury ye me by my fathers., In ſaying theſe 


words he kiſſed them, and ſept the fleep of 


the world, and his ſons buried him, laying 
his bones by Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob. And 
like as Dan had propheſied to them, that they 
"ſhould one day negle& God's law, and eſtrange 


themſelves from the offspring and native coun- 


try of n fo 1 it Came to paſs, 


he e of Napbtali, made to bis children at 
Dis death, concer ning gon of | 


* 


- HE copy of Naphtali's dmc; con- 
cerning the things which Le diſcourſ- 
ed at the end cf his time, in the hundred and 
thirty-ſecond year cf his liſe. At the cc ming 
of his children together, in the ſeventh month, 
and fourth day of the month, he being yet in 
good health, cemmanded a ſumptuous fealt, 
and great chear to be prepared. When he a- 
woke in the morning from fleep, becauſe he 
was even at death's door, he praiſed the Lord 
that had ſtrengthened him, and began to ſpeak 
to his children in this wiſe : My children, give 
ear to Naphtali; hearken to your father's 
words: I was born of Bilhab, and becauſe Ra- 
chel dealt craftily in putting Bilhah to Jacob in 
her own ſtead, and Bilhah was delivered of me 
in Rachel's lap, therefore was] called Naphtali: 
Rachel loved me becauſe I was born in her lap, 


and ſhe kiſſed: me when I was a little one, ſay- 


ins, God let me ſce a brother of thine out of: 
mine 


| 
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The teftament of Waphrati. __ - 

mine own. womb after thee, By reaſon Where 

of Joſeph was like to me in all things, accord- 
ing to Rachel's ' requeſt, Now, my mother 
Bilhah was the daughter of Rotheus, the bro- 

ther of Debora, Rebecca's nurſe, and was born 
the ſelf- ſame day that Rachel was born: for 
Rotheus was a Chaldean, of Abraham's kind- 
red, a 'worſhipper of God, free-born, and a 
nobleman, Howbeit; foraſmuch as he was 
taken priſoner, Laban bought him and mar- 
ried him to a bond-woman of his, called Eve, 
who brought him forth a ſon, hom he named 
Zeliphas, after the name of the caſtle where- 
in he was taken. Afterwards ſhe bare Bil- 


hab, calling her, her new-halty daughter, be- 


cauſe ſhe was fond of the dug as ſoon as ſhe 

was born. And becauſe I was as ſwift, of foot 
as a ſtag, my father Jacob appointed me to 
run all meſſages and. errands, and. bleſſed me 
by the name of Stag. For as the potter knows 
eth what bis, veſſel ſhall contain, and temper- 
eth his quantity | of clay thereafter: fo. the: | 
Lord maketh a mans body proportionable. t 

the ſpirit that he will put into it, and fitteth 

the ſpirit to the body, ſo that there is no in- 


equality or odds betwixt them for all the 


Lord's creatures are made by weight, meaſure 
and rule. And as the potter Knoweth the 
uſe of every. one of at, to. what things 
they, be rheerelk, ſo the Lord knoweth the bo— 
dy, how far it᷑ is fit for goodneſs, and when it 
beginneth jn evil: for there is not anx creature: 
tealonable or unreaſonable, which the Lord 

2 | knoweth 


68 The teftament of Naphtali. - 
Kknoweth nor, for he hath. created all men after 
his own image: and as man's ſtrength is, ſo is his I 1 
works; as 1s his will ſo is his work; as is his 
forecaſt, ſo is his | doings z as is his heart, ſo : 
is his movth; as is his eye, ſo is his ſleep; and ll 1 
as is his mind, ſo is his talk, either of the law I ! 
of the Lord, or of the law of Belial, And look 
what diverſity is between light” and darkneſs, i « 
or between light and hearing, the ſame di- 
{ 
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verſity is there in man and woman z neither is 
it to be ſaid, that there is any bitterneſs in 
any thing, either of the face, or of either like 
things, for God hath made all things good in 
| their order or degree: he hath ſet the five 
' wits in the head, and knit the head to the 
neck, and covered it with hair for his glory. 
5 Moreover, he hath aſſigned the heart to wil- 
dom, the belly to the voidance of the ſtomach, 
the breaſt to health, the liver to anger, the 
gall to bitterneſs, che ſpleen to laughter, the 
kidneys to craftineſs, the loing to ſtrength, 
the ribs to comelineſs, the ſeed to 8 3 and 
- fo forth, So my children, do all things in or- 
der, and in the ſear of God; neither do ye 
any thing diſorderly in ſcorn, or aut of due! 
ſeaſon, for thou canſt not command. the eye] 
to hear, neither canſt thou do the works off 
light in darkneſs : therefore haſte you not rofl 
mar your doings through covetouſneſs, or to 
beguile your own fouls with fond talk: for by fl 
holding your peace with a clean heart, ye ſhally | 
be able to keep the will of. God, and to caltY 
_ away 8 will of the devil, „A ſun, moon, 
5 and 
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= The teftament of Napbtali. 69 

and ſtars break not their order, neither break 
you God's law in the order of your doings. 
The Gentiles by going aſtray, and by forſaking 
the Lord have changed their order, and fol- 
lowed ſtocks and ſtones, and ſpirits of error. 
But do not you ſo, my children; know ye that 


your only one God is the Lord in the ſkies, 


on the earth, in the ſea, and of all creatures, 
for he is the maker of them; and be not like 
Sodom which altereth the order of her nature: 
likewiſe, the waters altered the order of their 
nature, when God curſed. the people in the 
flood, making the earth deſolate and fruit- 
leſs far their lakes. . My children, I ſay theſe 
things, becauſe I have read in the holy writ- 
ings of Enoch, that you alſo ſhall depart from 
the Lord, and walk in all the wickedneſs of 
Sodom, and the Lord ſhall bring thraldom 

upon you, ſo as you ſhall ferve your ene- 

mies, and be. pinched with all manner of tri- 
bulation and pain, till God conſume youevery 
one; and when ye be made few and ſmall; ye 
ſhall turn again, and know the Lord your God, 
and he ſhall bring you again unto your own 
land, according to his manifold mercy :. and 
it ſhall come to pals, that when they ſhall be 

come into the country of their fathers, they 


ſhall forge the Lord again, and deal wickedly 


ſo as the Lord ſhall ſcatter; them all over tae © 
face of the whole earth, till in the mercy of 
the Lord, come a man that. poureth out mer- 
cy and righteouſneſs upon all men both far 
and nea f,; kot in che fortieth y car of wy = 
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0% The teſtament of Naphtali, _ 
life, vpon mount Oliver, towards the eaff. ſide 


| ſanding in the fea.of Jamma; and us his ſons 


of Jeruſalem, I ſaw the ſun and the moon 
ſtand ill, and behold Iſaac my father's fa- 
ther, ſaid to us, Come hither apace, and eve- 
ry one of you take hold, according to his 
ftrength ; for the ſun and moon may be caught. 
And we came running altogetker, and Levi 
caught hold of the ſun, and Judah jumping up 
caught hold of the moon, and were both of 
them lifted up with them. And whenas Levi 
became as the ſun, a certain young man deli - 
vered him twelve boughs of palm- tree, and 
Judah ſhined as the moon, and twelve beams 
or rays were under his feet, and Levi and Ju- 
dah running together, beheld one another. 
And behold, there was a bull upon earth that 
had great horns, and eagles wings upon his back, 
and we would have caught him, but we could 
not, for Joſeph, ſtepping before us, caught 
him, and mounted aluft upon him. And be- 
kold there appeared onto us an holy writing, 
faying, The Aſfyrians, Medes, Elamites, Ga- 
lathites, Chaldtes, and Syrians, ſhall hold the 


ſceptte of Iſrael in thraldeme And again, 


fever months after, | ſaw Our father Jacob 


with him: and behold there came a ſhip ſail- 


lag by, full of 'dried-flſh, without mariner 


or pilot; upon the ſhip was written Jacob, 
and bur father ſaid to vs, Let us go to our 


- ſhip; when we were within it, there roſe a 
ſeore tempeſt, and a mighty gale of wind, and 


ovr father who held the ſtern, few away 
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from us, and then we being toſſed with the 
florm, were carried into the ſea, and our ſhip 
was filled with water, and weather-beaten, and 
torn on all ſides. Then Joſeph fled out in the 
boat, and we were all. divided upon twelve 
boards, and Levi and Judah was amongſt us; ſo 
were we ſcattered on all coaſts, as Levi being 
clad in ſackcloth, prayed unto the Lord for us 
all. As ſoon as the tempeſt was allayed, the 
ſhip came quickly to land, and behold our fa- 
ther Jacob came, and we 'rejoiced altogether 
with one mind: I told my father theſe two 
dreams; and he ſaid unto me, theſe things muſt 
be fulfilled in their time, and Iſrael muſt en- 
dure many things. Then ſaid he further to 
me, I believe that Joſeph is alive, for I ſee 
that the Lord dotR always number him with 
us. And he ſaid, Thou liveſt, my fon Joſeph, 
but yet J ſee thee not, neither ſeeſt thou J 
cob that begat thee: truly he made us to weep 
at theſe words of his, and my bowels glowed 
within me, to bewray unto him that Joſeph 
was ſold, being afraid of my brethren, Be- 
hold, my ſons, I have ſhewed you the laſt 
times, and all things that ſhall be done in If- 
rael: you therefore command your children 
to be helpful unto Levi and Judah; for by 
Judah ſhall. health and wealth ſpring up unto 
Iſrael, and in him ſhall Jacob be bleſſed, For 
by his ſceptre ſhall God appear, and dwell 


amongſt men upon earth, to fave the flock of | ' 


Iſrael, and ro gather the righteous from a- 


mongſt the heathen, My children, if you 4 
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well, both men and angels ſhall praiſe and 
bleſs you, and God ſhall be glorified. by you 


_ .amongh the Gentiles; the devil ſhall flee from 


you, the beaſts ſhall ſtand in awe of you, and 
the angels ſhall receive you; for like as if a 
man bring vp his children well, the child giv- 
eth and endeavoureth always to be mindful 
and thankful, ſo of good works there is a 


good remarabeance with God, . But as for him 


that doth not good, him ſhall mea and angels 
curſe, and God ſhall be diſhonoured throug h 
him among the Gentiles : and the devil bal 
poſſeſs him as a peculiar veſſe] and. inſtru- 
ment, and all beaſts ſhall overmaſter him, and 
the Lord ſhall hate him: for the command- 
ments of the law are of two ſorts, and are ful- 


filled in work. For there is a time for a man 
do company with his wife, and a time to for- 
bear her, that he may give himſelf to prayer. 


There are two commandments which breed fin, 
except they be done in their due order, and 


O it is in the reſt of the commandments; there» 


fore be you wiſe, and ſkilful in the Lord, 
knowing the order of his commandments, and 
the laws of all things, that God may love you. 
Having commanded; them many other ſuch 
things, he. prayed them to convey his bones 


to Hebron, and to bury him by his fathers. 


And ſo cating and drinking with a merry 


heart, he covered his face, and died, And 


Naphtalis children did all things cutting 
their father lad commanded them. 
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The teſtament of Gad, made to bis children at h 
death, concerning Hatred. 


HE copy of Gad*s teſtament, and of the 
things that” he ſpake to his children, in 
the hundred and-ſeventh year of his life, fay- 
ing, 1 was Jacob's ſeventh fon, and ſkilful and 
ſtrong in keeping of ſheep. I kept the flocks” 
by night, and when there came any lion, 


Jeopard, wolf, bear, or other wild beaſts, 


upon our cattle, I ran to it, and killed it. Jo- 
ſeph alſo did feed ſheep with us about thirty 
days, who being tender, fell ſick by reafon of 
over much heat, and went home to Hebron to 
his father, whom he lodged by himſelf, be- 
cauſe he loved him, And Joſeph told our fa- 
ther that the ſons of Bilhah waſted his goods 
at Zilpha, and made havock of them without 
the knowledge of Judah and Reuben, - for he 
knew that I had refcued a lamb out of a 
bear's mouth; and killed the bear, and that 
becauſe the lamb could not live (which thing 
grieved me) we killed it alſo, and ate it. He 
told our father of it, and our brothers were 
oreatly diſcontented with his doings, even to the 
day that he was fold into Egypt; and the ſpi- 
rit of hatred was in me, infornuch as 1 could 
not find in my heart to hear Joſeph ſpeak, or 
to ſee him, becauſe he had rebuked us openly 
for eating the lamb without Judah, To be 
Hort, he made our father believe whatever he 
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told him. But now 1 acknowledge my ſin, 
my children, that I was often in mind to have 
killed him, for I hated him from my heart, 
and 1 was utterly without compaſſion toward 
him; and the cauſe of this my great hatred 

© was his dreams, for which I would have de- 
voured him, as an ox eateth up graſs from the 
earth: And for that cauſe 1 and Judah ſold 
him to the Iſhmaelites for thirty gildrens, of 
the which we kept ten privily, and ſhewed the 
other twenty to our brethren; And ſo covet- 
ouſneſs perſuaded 'me to wifh his death. But 
the God of our fathers delivered him out of 
my hands, to the intent I ſhould not do ſuch 
wickedneſs in Iſrael. And- now, my children, 
give ear to the words of truth, that ye may 
live righteouſly, and keep the law of the High- 
eſt, and not go aſtray from the ſpirit of ha- 
_ tred, for that is evil in all mens doings. What- 
ſoever another man doth, that doth the hater 
miſlike and abhor. If one keep the law of the 
Lord, he praiſeth it not: If one fear the Lord, 
and deal righteouſly, him he loveth not, but 
diſpraiſeth the truth: He envieth him that or- 
- dereth his way aright; he embraceth back- 
biting; he loveth ſcornfulneſs; and becauſe 
that hatred hath blinded his mind, he doth to 
his neighbours as we did to Joſeph : there- 
fore, my children, keep yourſelves from ha- 
tred, becauſe it committeth wickedneſs, even 
againſt the Lord : for it will not hear the words 
of God's commandment concerning the loving 
of a man's neighbour, but ſinneth ſpitefully 
77 5 aegainſt 
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againſt God. If a brother offend, by and by 
it blazerh him abroad, and is haſty to have 
him condemned and killed, or puniſhed for 
his offence. And if the offender be a ſervant 
or bond-man, it aecuſeth him to his maſter, 
and de viſeth all means that may be to perſe- 
cute him, and to put him to death if it be poſ- 
ſibte: for hatred worketh with ſpitefulneſs, and 
is always ſorry to hear or ſee men go forward 
or proſper in well doing. For like as love 
beareth good-will even to the dead, and wiſh- 
eth them alive, and would (if it were poſſible) 
ſtay them from death, which are condemned to 
die; ſo hatred ſeeketh way the living, and 
deemeth them unworthy ef life, which: have 
offended never ſo lightly, For the ſpirit of 
hatred doth, through cankered frowardneſs of 
heart, work jointly with Satan in all things, 
even to the death and deſtruction of men: 
But the ſpirit of love doth thro? long · ſofferance 
work with God's law, to the welfare of men. 
Hatred is evil, becauſe it abideth with lying, 
ſpeaking continually againſt the truth, mak - 
ing a great ade of ſmall mattets, overſhadow « 
ing the light with darkneſs, counting ſweet to 
be ſour, teaching ſlanderoufneſs, war, wrong, 
and abundance of all miſchief, and finally fill- 
ing the heart with deviliſh poifon. My child- 
ren, I ſpeak theſe things upon experience, to 
the intent ye ſhould eſchew hatred and ſtick 
to godly love. Righteouſneſs driveth out ha- 
tred, and Jowlineſs killech it; for a righteous 
and lowly perſon is I to do wrong, _ 

| | or 
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765 be teſtament of Gad. | 
for fear of rebuke, but for conſcience; ſake, 
becauſe God ſeeth his intent, He backbiterh 
no man, becauſe the fear of the Higheſt over- 
cometh hatred: For the fear of the Lord of- 
fendeth norg neither will do any man wrong, 
no not- even in thought, At length I came 
to the knowledge of theſe things, when I had 
repented me of my dealings toward Joſtph. 
For true repentance that is according to God's 
will, mortifieth a man to obedicace, chaſeth 
away darkneſs, enlighteseth the eyes, giveth 
knowledge to the mind, and leadeth the ſoul 
to ſalvation. And whatſoever men know not 
of themſelves, that doth repentance. teach 
them: For it brought upon me the pain of 
the heart; and if my father Jacob's prayers 
had not been, ſurely 1 had died out of hand: 
For look wherein a man ſinneth, by the ſame 
he is puniſhed. Foraſmuch, therefore, as my 
heart was mercileſs toward Joſepb, I ſuffered 
God's rigorous juſtice in my-heart for the ſpace 
of eleven months, that the time of my. puniſh» 
ment might fall out even with the time that 
I urged the ſelling of Joſeph. Now, therefore, 
my children, each of you love his brothers, 
and put away hatred from. your hearts, loving 
one another in deed, word, and thought of 
mind, For before my father's face, I ſpake 
mildly of Joſeph, but behind his back, 
the ſpirit of hatred darkned my underſtanding, 
and tempted my mind to kill him. Where- 
fore love ye one another heartily; and if any 
of you offend other, tell him of it gently 
| | driving 


> PR B” GY ca” WW w-=- we. oHa . * 


DIe 


x 


De teftament of Gad. | o7 - 
driving out the poiſon of hatred, and fuffer- 
ing no deceit in heart. And if the offender 
confeſs it, and be forry for it, give it him: 
and if he deny it, ftrive not with him, leſt 
he fall to fwearing, and ſo fin double. Let no 
ſtranger hear you uttering one another's ſe- 
ſcrets'in variance, leſt he turn to be your ill- wil - 
ler, and work ſome great miſchief againſt you, 
for/he will talk guilefully with thee, and un- 
dermine thee to do thee a ſhrewd turn, taking 
his poiſan at thine own hand. Therefore, if 
he deny it, and be aſhamed of it, and hold his 

peace when he is rebuked, draw him not out, 
for in denying he. repenteth him ſo as he will 
no more;off-ud! ther, and be in quiet. But if 
he: be vaſhamefaced, and abide by his naughti- 
neſs, then refer the revengement of it to God 
with all thy heart, If another man 'proſper 
more than thou, be not grieved at it, but pray 


for him, that he may have perfect proſperity. - 


For peradVeaturemrmay be to your own benefit. 
And if he be exalted more and more, envy 
him not; but remember that all fleſh ſhall die; 
and praiſe God for it, who giveth good and 
profitable things to all men. Seek the Lord's 
judgments, and»fo thy mind ſhall let him a- 
lone and be in quiet. Now, if a man be en- 
ricned by evil means, as Eſau my father's bro- 


ther was, envy him not; for in ſo doing ye 


controul the Lord, who either taketh away his 
beneſiis from the wicked, or leaveth them ſtill 
to the repentant, or elſe reſerveth them to the 
unrepentant to their endleſs puniſhment, For 
| „ 5 the 


78 The teſtament of After, 
the poor man having ſufficient ef all things, giv. 0 
eth thanks unto the Lord, and is enriched of all 
men, becauſe men. wiſh him no: harm; there- 
fore, my children, away with hatred out of 
your hearts, and love one another with a right I ,, 
meaning mind. Alſo, will your children to 4. 
honour Levi and Judah, for out of them-ſhall I h 
the Lord make the Saviour of Iſrael to come,  ;; 
1 know that in the end, your children ſhall I 2 
depart from them, and walk in all manner of e. 
miſchief, navghtineſs, and corruption before I ;: 
the Lord. And, after a little pauſing, he ſaid I u 
again, my ſons, hear me your father, Bury 
me by my fathers, and ſo plucking up his feet, 
he flept in peace; and after five years, they 
carried him thence, and _ him n * wy 
thers ia Hebron, 122. 


Te * of Aber, made to bis children at bi 
death, e Iwo faces of Vice and Virtus. 


"HE. copy of Afher's teſtament, and of 
the . that he ſpake to his children, 
in the 110 year of his life, being ſtill in 
health; he ſaid unto them, Ve children of A- 
ſner, 2 unto your father, and I will ſhew 
you all things that are right before the Lord, 
The Lord hath given two ways unto the ſons 
of men, two minds, two deings, two places, 
and two ends; and therefore all ways may be Þ w 
one, yea, though they be contraries, as 0 de 
| . 0 


The teflament of Abe. 79 
the ways of good and evil. Alſo there are 
two minds in our breaſts, which do move us 
either to honeſty or diſhoneſty : Therefore, if 
2 man be led to goodneſs, all his doings are 
occupied about righteouſneſs, and if that he 
do any thing amiſs, by and by he repenteth 
him; for in as much as his mind is bent to 
righteouſneſs, he” putteth away naughtineſs, 
ind out of hand amendeth his miſdeeds, and 
correcteth the corruptions of his mind: But 
if his mind incline unto evil, all his doings tend 
unto navghrineſs, inf much that he thruſteth 
away the good, and taketh unto him the bad, 
becavſe he is under the dominion of Belial, and 
if he do any good thing, he turneth the ſamae 
vnto evil: For if he begin to do any good, he 
bringeth the end of his doings to an evil works. 
becauſe the treaſure of his heatt is infected 
with the venom of a deviliſh and miſchie vous 
fpirit, and therefore the evil over- maſtereth 
the good in his mind, and bringeth the end of 
the thing to naughtineſs. Some men ſhnew 
compaſũon upon him that ſerveth his turn in 
naughtineſs, that man hath two faces, and that 
deed of his is ſtark lewdneſs. Another man 
loveth ungraciouſneſs, and he is lewd likewiſe : 
and alchough he could find in his heart to die 
for the compaſſing of his evil, yet it is mani- 
feſt that he is double-faced, and his doing is 
alrogether ſtark naught; for his love being 
but lewdneſs, doth (as it were) cloak his evil 
with:a good name, whereas the drift of his 
wan tendech unto a wicked end. Another 
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% The teſtament of Afoer. 
he alfo doth open wrong, pilleth and polleth, 
is covetous, and pitieth not the poor. He 


\ 


r 


hath alſo a double face, and all is ſtark navght; 
for in being niggardly towards his neighbours, 
he provoketh God's wrath,. and denieth the 
a in not pitying the poor. He de- 
ſpiſeth and ſpiteth the Lord, who is the 
commander of the law; he ſuffereth not the 
poor to reſt ; he defiteth his own ſoul to make 
his body gay ; he killeth many, and pitieth 
few : this is the part of a double-faced perſon, 
Another committeth whoredom and fornica- 
tion, or vexeth men piteouſly with his power 
and riches, and yet abſtaineth from meats : 


F his faſt is naught, for he doth the command- 
ments with an evil conſcience, and that is 


double-faced dealing, which is altogether 
naught. Such manner of folk are right ſwine 


aud hares, for they ſeem to be half clean: but 


in very deed they be utterly unclean, You 
therefore, my children, become not like them, 
neither bear you in one hood two faces, the 
one of goodneſs, and the other of naughtineſs, 
but ſtiek all only unto goodneſs; for in good- 


neſs doth God reſt, and men like it well. 


Shun navghtinefs, and kill the devil in your 


good works: for they that are double: faced, 


ſerve not God, but their on luſts, becauſe 


they ſcek to pleaſe Belial, and ſuch as are like 


5 


themſelves. Now, though plain dealing men, 


and ſuch as pretend but one face, are taken 


for offenders, at the hands of ſuch as bear two 
faces, yet are they righteous before God. For 
| ; . many, 


many, in killing wicked perſons, do two works 
at onee; namely, good by evil: but indeed 
the whole work is good, becauſe that he 
which rooted out the evil, hath deſtroyed it. 
Some men hating his neighbour, mercifully 
blameth him for his adultery, or theft, ſuch a 
one is double-faced, but yet is the whole work 
good, becauſe he followeth the Lord's ex- 
| ample, not reſpecting what ſeemeth good, 
v ben it is evil indeed. Another will not make 
merry with rioters, leſt he ſhould be ſtained 
by them, and defile his own foul: This man 
alſo is double-faced, but yet is all his doings 
good: and he is like a roe or ſtag, which in 
a common wild herd, feem to be unclean, and 
yet are altogether clean, becauſe he walketh 
in the zeal of the Lord, ſhunning and hating 
thoſe whom God willeth to be ſhunned in his 
commandments, and fo killeth he evil with 
well-doing. See therefore, my ſons, how there 
are two in all things, one againſt the other, 
and the one hidden under the other. Death 
fucceedeth to life, ſname to glory, night to day, 
and darkneſs to light. All righteous things 
are under life and light, therefovt doth eter- 
nal life over-maſter death. It is not to be ſaid, 
that truth is untruth, righteouſneſs or right 
wrong, becauſe that as all things are under 
God, ſo all truth is under light. I have prac- 
tiſed all theſe things in my life, and not ſtray- 
ed from the truth of the Lord, but ſought our - 
the commandments of the Higheſt, to the ut- 
termoſt -of my power, and walked with — 
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92 The te/lament of Aber. 
face in goodneſs. Take heed. therefore, my 


children, to the Lord's commandments, and 


follow the truth with one ſingle face: For 


they that are dovble-faced, ſhall be doubly 


puniſhed, The ſpirit of error hateth the-man 
that fighteth againſt it. Keep the law of the 
Lord, and regard not evil that ſeemeth good, 
but have an eye to the thing that is good in- 
deed, and keep the fame returning to the 
Lord in all his commandments, and reſting 
on him; for the end whereat men do aim, 
do ſhew their righteouſneſs.: and know the 
angels of the Lord from the angels of Satan; 
for if ye cleave to wicked ſpirits, your fouls 
ſhall be tormented of the wicked ſpirits whom: 


ye ſerve, in wicked luſts and works: But if 


ye quietly and cheerfully acquaint yourſelves 
with the angel of peace, he ſhall comfort you 
kn your life time. My children, become not 
like the Sodomites, which knew not the an- 
gel, and periſhed for ever, For I am ſure 
that ye ſhall ſin, and be delivered into the 
band of your enemies; your land ſhall be laid 
waſte, and yourſelves ſhall. be ſcattered. into 


the four corners of the earth, and be deſpiſed 
as unprofitable water, in your diſperſing a- 


broad, until the Higheſt do viſit the earth, 
eating and drinking as a man with men, and 
breaking the ſerpent's head in pieces: without 
noiſe. He ſhatl ſave Iſrael, and all the Ha- 
then. by water, being God hidden in man; 
Therefore, tell your children theſe things, 


that they neglect not God's law, written in the 
| tables 
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The teftament of oſoph. 83 
tables of heaven. For the time ſhall come, 
that they ſhall give no credit to the law of the 
Lord; and you falling into naughtineſs, ſhall 
deal wickedly againſt God, giving no heed to 
his law, but unto men's commandments, For 
this cauſe ſhall ye be ſcattered abroad, as my 
brothers Gad and Dan, which were not. ac- 
quainted with their own country, tribe, and 
tongue, Nevertheleſs, the Lord ſhall cather | 
you together again in faith, for the hope of 
his mercy, for Abraham, Iſaac," and Jacob's 
ſake. When he had ſo faid, he commanded 
them to bury him in Hebron; and he died, 
ſleeping a good ſleep; and afterwards his ſons, 
doing as he had willed them, carried him back, 
and buried _ dad os rr * 5 
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The Os of 1-08 . 1 bis children at 
#ig carb; e Gay and Patience. 


Y RE nad my hrethres,;! hear ye Jo- 

ſeph, the well- beloved of Iſrael. My 
thikirey hear your father, I have known 
in my life envy and death, with the which 
my brethren would have deſtroyed me; for 
they hated me, and God loved me; they would 
have killed me, and the God of my fathers 
kept me: they put me into à pit, and the 
moſt High brought me out again. I was ſold 
as a bond-man, and the Lord made me free, 
and his ſtrong hand helped me. 1 was keeped 


in hunger, and the Lord himſelf nn ; 
Was 


84 een ; 
I was left alone, and the Lord comforted me; 
II was ſick, and the Lord viſited me; I was in 
Wyle, and the Saviour made me glad: I waz 
faſtened:in chains, and the Lord unbound me; 
he pleaded my cauſe in the accuſations of! the 
Egyptian; and not only. delivered me from 
_ envy and-deceit, but alſo « exalted me, inſomuch 
that Potiphar, chief ſteward of Pharaoh's 
houſe. did lend me lodging, where I was' in 
jeopardy of my life, by reaſon of a ſhameleſs 
woman, which. enticed me to do naughtineſs 
with her, through the flame of voluptuouſ- 
neſs burning about her breaſt; I was caſt in 
ee for her, I was beaten and mocked for 
her; yet the Lord cauſed the keeper of the 
| Priſon to be moved with merey towards me. 
He ſorſaketh not them that fear him, neither 
in darkneſs, neither in bonds, neither in tribu- 
lation, ot neceſſities. God is hot aſhamed a8 
a man; neither dreadeth he as man; neither 
ſhaketh or ſhrinketh he for fear as earthly men. 
He is preſent in all places, and in their moſt 
grievous ſotrows he comforteth his. He go- 
eth away for à ſeaſon to try the thoughts of 
h their mind. He found me truſty in ten temp- 
tations, and in every one I was conſtant and 
preſerved: For ſufferance is a great medicine, 
and cauſeth much goodneſs. How often did 
the Egyptian threaten my death? How: often 
was | puniſhed, and yet che woman called me 
again! How, often did ſhe threaten + me; to 
die, becauſe 1 would not have to do withher? 
dhe laid unto me, Thou ſhalt have governance 


of 


— 


2 of Fajeph. 75 
of me, and all that be mine, if thou wilt give 
thyſelf unto me, and obey. my deſire, and thou 
halt be lord over us: But I remembered the 
words of my father Jacob, and entering into 
my chamber, made my prayer to the Lord, 
and faſted ſeven days; yet I appeared unto 
the Egyptian in the ſelf-ſame eſtate of body, 
as if 1 had lived in pleaſures and delights: 
For they that faſt for God, receive beauty of 
face. When 1 had wine given unto me, 1 
drunk none; and faſting three days I took 
my meat daily, and gave it to the ſick and 
needy, and early I awaked unto the Lord, and 
wept for Memphitica the Egyptian, becauſe 
ſhe was evermore'troubling of me. She came 
unto me in the night, as though ſhe would 
have viſited me. And firſt, truly, becauſe ſhe 
had never a ſon, ſhe feigned to take me as her 
ſon ; and I prayed to God to ſen i her a ſon: 
Until which time ſhe embraced me, as though 
| had been her ſon, and | perceived not the 
cauſe. And for a conclufion, ſhe drew. me to 
have done fornication with her, and remem- 
bering myſelf, was ſorrowſul to the death. 


And when ſhe was gone out, I came to my- 


ſelf, and ſortowed many days, for l perceived 
ber deceit and error. And | ſpake unto her 
the words of the moſt high God, if peradven- 
ture ſhe might be turned away from her per- 


nicious concupiſcence. Many times, as to a2 


holy man, ſhe ſpake flattering words to me, 
not without deceit, lauding my chaſtity before 
her huſband, which would utterly have de- 


ſtroyed 


6 be teftament of Foſepb. 
ſtroyed me: both manifeſtly and ſecretly, ſhe 
ſaid unto me, Fear not my huſband;: ſor he is 
perſuaq;d of thy chaſtity;; for if ſo be that 
any man ſhewed him of thee and me, he could 


not believe it. Becauſe of this, I covered 


me with ſackcloth, and laid me flat on the 
earth, and prayed wato almighty God, that 
he would deliver me from this woman of E- 
gypt. When ſhe could do nothing this way, 
ſhe came unto me again armed with other rea. 
ſons; that is to ſay, that ſhe would fain learn 
the word of God of me, and began to ſpeak 
after this manner, If thou wilt have me to 
forſake mine idols, follow my defire, and I will 
perſuade my huſband the Egyptian to go from 
his idolatry, and we ſhall walk in the law of 
thy God. I made anfwer to theſe things, God 
will have none to worſhip him with unclean- 
neſs, neither hath he any pleaſure in adul- 
terers: and ſhe held her peace, deſiring to 
fulfil her concupiſcence. And 1 faſted and 
prayed, that God might deliver me from. her. 
Again, at another time ſhe ſaid unto me, If 
thou wilt not do adultery with me, I will kill 
my prince, and ſo by the law | ſhall take thee 
to my huſband, When I heard that, I rent 
my garment, and ſaid, Woman, I pray thee 
be- aſhamed: of theſe things before God, and 
do thou not ſuch an abominable thing, neither 
deſpair utterly, that thou drown net thyſelf 


in thineownevil ; for if thou thus go about, 


ſhall utterly declare the:thoughts of thine ini- 
quitys She fearing theſe things, prayed me 
| £58 ah * 
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The teſtament of Joſeph, 87 
that I would not bewray her naughtineſs, and 
ſo departed. Yet again, ſhe went about to 
beguile me with gifts, ſending unto me all 
things that men have need. of, and ſhe ſent 
me meat ſtrawed about wich inchantment. 
And as the eunuch brought it in, I beheld, 
and ſaw a terrible fellow giving me a ſword 
with the diſh, and I perceived that ſhe went 
about to deceive me. And when ſhe was gone 
I wept, and touched not that meat, nor any 
other of her ſending, for a good while after. 
A day after that ſhe came unto me, and ſaid, 
What is the matter that thou haſt not eaten 
of the meat? And I ſaid unto her, Becauſe 
thou haſt poiſoned it: therefore thou ſhalt 
know that I will not come unto idols, but only 
unto God, Now underſtand therefore, that 
the God of my father, by his angel, hath 
ſhewed thy miſchief unto me, and | have kept 
thy meat to thy ſhame, if perchance thou 


mighteſt repent, or learn that the malice of 


wicked doers prevaileth not againſt them that 
worſhip the Lord in chaſtity. And I took and 
did eat before her, ſaying, The God of my 
fathers, and the angel of Abraham, ſhall be 
with me. And then ſhe fell down at my feet 
and wept, Then lifting her up, I exhorted 
her many ways, and ſhe promiſed unto me, 
that ſhe would never do ſuch iniquity after that 
day. Yet becauſe her heart was mourning, 
and did burn toward me in adultery, with 
ſighs coming from the depck of her ſtomach, 
ſhe caſt down her countenance, The Egyp- 
tian her huſband e her, ſaid, Where- 

fore 


fore holdeſt thou down thy face? She anſwer. 
ed, I am even ſorrowful at the heart; and he 
comforted her that was not ſick, Yet again, 
ſhe entered in to me, (her huſband being 
without) and ſaid, I am ſtrangled or choaked; 
either 1 will break my neck, or elſe ewa 
myſelf, without thou wilt obey me. And 1 
perceived that the ſpirit of Belial troubled and 
vexed her; I prayed unto the Lord my God, 
and faid thus, Wherefore art thou vexed and 
troubled, all blind in fin? Remember thyſelf, 
for if thou kill thyſelf, the concubine of thy 
' huſband called Secan, envying thee, ſhall beat 
thy children, and deſtroy the memory of thee 
from the earth. And ſhe faid unto me, Have 


done, have done, I perecive that yet thou haſt 


fore care for me; I have enough that thou 
defendeft my life and children: I have good 
hope in time to come, that I ſhall obtain my 
wiſhed deſire, And ſhe perceived not that for 
the love of my Lord God 1 ſaid ſo, and not 
for her ſake, Whatſoever he be that follows 
the concupiſcence of his moſt filthy and per- 
nicious defire; is made fervant unto the ſame, 
as this woman was: And if he hear any good 
thing in the paſſion wherein he is overcome, 
he draweth the ſame to his pernicious or filthy 
defire, I ſay unto you, my ſons, that it was 
about fix of the clock When the went from me, 
and I fell upun my knees praying to God all 
that day, with the night following. And a- 
bout the break of day, 1 aroſe weeping, that 
1 might once be delivered from this Egyptian 
Woman. 
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woman. Finally, ſhe caught me faſt by the 
garment, drawing me to have gone to bed with 
her. Then perceiving. that ſhe waxed mad, 
and that violently and with ſtreagth ſhe held 
my cloaths, | let my cloaths ſlip from me, aud 
fled away. k 5 
Then ſhe complained to her huſb ind of 
me, who put me in. priſon in the king's houſe, 
The day following after, 1 was fore beaten and 
calt in priſon, And when 1 lay bound in fet- 
ters, this Egyptian women waxed ſick with 
forrow, and hearkened how I lauded God be- 
ing ia a, houſe of darkneſs. For | rejoicing 
with a glad voice, glorified my God, only that 
by ſuch occaſion 1 was delivered from the E- 
gyptian woman. - Yet ſhe left not to ſtand 
hearkening, and ſaid, Have done, and take 
the offer which I put unto thee, and fulfil my 
deſire, and 1 will deliver thee from thy bond, 
and bring thee out from the darkneſs; but all 
that could perſuade me nothing, inſomuch that 
in thought 1 was not inclined to any defire of _ 
her. For God loveth him better who faſteth 
in chaſtity, being in a priſon of darkneſs, than 
him who taketh his pleaſure with voluptuouſ- 
neſs, in a chamber of honour and riches, For 
if a man live in chaſtity, and deſire glory, (if 
God perceive it be expedicat for him) he 


„ 


giveth unto him, as he hath done unto me. 


Many times, as though ſhe had been ſick, ſne 
deſceaded unto me unlooked for, and heard 
the voice of my praying, and ſtood the more 
ſtill. But when F heard her ſigh, 1 held my 

| 1 peace: 
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peace: For, in her houſe ſhe ſtripped herſelf 
naked, breaſts, legs, and arms, whereby ſhe 
might have kindled me into the love of her, 
For ſhe was very fair and gloriouſly adorned, 
to have deceived me, but God kept me from 
her works. Therefore, my ſons, behold what 
ſufferance with prayer and faſting doth. And 
therefore, if you love ſoberneſs and chaſtity 
in ſufferance, and humility of heart, the Lord 
ſhal{ dwell in you; for he loveth ſobriety : and 
when the moſt High doth dwell in a man, al- 


though he chance to fall into envy, or into. 


bondage, or flander, the Lord which dwell- 
eth in him, will for his chaſtity not only de- 
liver him, but alſo exalt him and glorify him, 
as he hath done me; for he is always with 


Him, in word, in deed, and thought. 


My children, ye know well how my father 

did love me, and yet | was never the prouder 
thereof in my heart. For though 1 was a 
child I had ever the fear of God in my mind, 
When I grew unto age, I moderated myſ-if, 
and honoured my brethren whom | feared : I 
held my. peace when | was fold; I would not 
have the Iſhmaelites to know my ſtock and kin- 
dred, how I was the ſon of Jacob, a man of 
great ſtrength and power. Therefore, have 
vou in your deeds the fear of God, and honour 
you brethren, for all men that obſerve the 
law of God are loved of him. Then I came 
with the Iſhmaelites to a certain place called 
Indoclep, and they demanded of me what I 
was; and I ſaid (becauſe I would not reprove 
2 | . | my 
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P, flamme of Joſeph. or 
my brethren) that I was one of their houſehold 
flaves,. Then ſaid the chief of them, Thou art 


no ſlave ; for thy countenance doth ſhew ther 
what thou art. And he threatened me unto 


the death, yet for alt that J ſaid again I was 
their ftywwe, For when we came into Egypt, 
they began to ſtrive who ſhould have me far 
the money that was paid, and they agreed that 
I ſhould abide in Egypt with a merchant of 


their faculcy, until foch time as they had made 
their merchandiſe and returned again; and 
God gave me grace in the fight of the mer- 


chant, that he gave me the charge of his houſe 
and the Lord. bleſſed him by my hand; for 
the Lord gave bim plenty of gold and lilver, 
and | was with him three months and five days. 
In this time paſſed by Memphitica the wife of 
Potiphar in great glory, and ſhe caſt her eyes 
upon me (for the eunuchs had ſhewed her of 
me) and ſhe ſhewed her huſband of the mer- 


chant which was made rich in the hand of a 


young man being an Hebrew, and ſhe ſaid 


they had ſtolen him out of the land of Ca- 
naan, therefore do now judgment upon him, 
and take the young man to be your ſteward, 


and the God of the Hebrews ſhall bleſs you, 
for grace from heaven is in him. Potiphar 
her huſband perivaded with theſe words, 
cauſed the merchant to be ſent for, and ſaid 


unto him, What do I hear of thee that thou 


ſtealeſt ſouls out of the land of the Hebrews, 
in ſelling of children? The merchant fell down» 


upon his knees, and prayed him, ſaying, I be- 
RE ſeech 
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ſeech thee, lord, ſhew mercy, for I know not 
what' thou ſayeſt, And he anſwered again, 


Where got thou this Hebrew child? and he 
ſaid, The Iſhmaelites left him with me, until 
they came this way again. When he had 
ſaid ſo, Potiphar ſaid, Bring the young man 


hither ; and 1 being brought in, did reverence 
to the prince of the eunuchs, for he was the 
third man in dignity with Pharaoh, and prince 


ol all evnuchs, and he had wife, children and 


concubines. And when he had taken me a- 
part, he ſaid, Art thou bound, or art thou 


free? 1 anſwered bond. And he ſaid unto 


me, Whoſe bond-man art thou? | anfwered 


him, The Iſhmaelites. And he ſaid unto me, 


How came it to paſs, that thou waſt made their 
bond-man? And I ſaid, They bought me in 
the land of Canaan ; yet he did not believe me, 
ſaying, truely thou lieſt, and commanded me 
to be beaten. Memphitica his wife ſpied me 


beaten at a window, and ſent unto her huſ- 


band, faying, Thy judgment is unjuſt, for 
thou doeſt puniſh wrongfully the young man 
that is ſtolen, But becauſe I changed not 


my word, yet again I was beaten, and com- 


manded to be kept at his commandment, till 


ſuch time as my maſters came. And his wife 
ſaid unte him, Wherefore do ye keep in cap- 


tivity that noble child? It were more alms to 


let him go, and to beat you. She would fain 
have ſpied in me the defire of fin, and 1 knew 


nothing of this. He ſaid again to Memphiti- 
ca, It is not honeſt among the re 
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take away another man's goods before he ſhew 


him of it. He ſaid that of the merchant, and 
of me when I ſhould be impriſ>ned. - After 
that twenty four days the Iſhmaelites came, 
and they hearing that Jacob my father was 
heavy for me, ſaid unto me, Wherefore is it 
that thou ſaidſt thou waſt a bond-man; and 
now we know that thou art the ſon of a preat 
man tn the land of Canaan, and thy father 
ſorroweth for thee in ſackcloth, Then I would 
fain have wept, but I refrained myſelf. for 
ſhameing of my brethren, and ſaid, I know 


it not, for I am a bond man, Then they took ' 


counſel amongſt themſelves, whether, or to 
whom, they might ſell me, teſt I ſhould be 
found -in their hands, for they feared Jacob, 
leſt he ſhould be revenged of them; for they: 
had heard that he was mighty both to God and: 
man. Thea ſaid the merchant to them, Re- 
deem him now from the judgment of Potiphar: 
They hearing this, went and aſked for me; 
ſaying that they had bought me for money, 
and he delivered me. Memphitica ſpake unto 
her huſband to buy me, for ſaid ſhe, I hear it 


faid they would fell him. And they ſent an 2 "RN 
eunuch to the Iſhmaelites, and deſired to buy 
me, and when he could not bargain with them, 


he returned and ſhewed his lady, that they. 


aſked a great price for the child: ſhe feat a- 


gain another eunuch, ſaying, Although they 


C 


alk two befaunccs of gold, fee that thou ſpare: 


noc for money, but buy the child, and bring; 
him to me, He paid eignty golden-crowns for? 
« : . | ; me, & 
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me, and ſaid to his lady that he paid an hun- 
dred; and I perceiving this, held my peace, 
teſt the eunuch ſhould be ſearched. Beheld, 
my ſons, what I have ſuſtained ; love one a- 
nother, and with countenance caſt out diſcord 
from among your deceitful minds; for God 
delighteth in the concord. of brethren, and 
hath pleafure alſo in the love and choice of a 
proved heart. For when my brothers came 
out of Egypt, and knew me, I gave them their 
money, and never gave reproach unto them, 
but comforted them; and afrer the death of 
Jacob | loved them more abundantly, and all 
that ever he commanded me | did very gladly ; 
and they marvelled becaufe I fuffered not them 
to be troubled for a ſmall cauſe; for all that 
was in my power I gave them. Their child- 
ren were reputed to me as mine own, and 
mine own children as thew fervants, Fheir 
life was my life, and their forrow was my 
forrow; and all: their infirmities or diſeaſes 
were mige z my land was their land; my eoun- 
ſel was the counfet of them, and | never e. 
ned myſelf above tbem in pride, for mine 
own glory: but was amongſt them as one of 
the leaſt. Fherefore, my ſons, if ye walk in 
the commandme ats of the Lord, the Lord ſhalt 
exalt you, and bleſs you in riches perpetual, 
And if any man will do evil to you, with 
meekneſs ok that ye pray for him, and God 
ſtrall deliver you from all evit. For betiotd: 
and ſoe that for my long-fufferance the daugh» 
ter of my lord was given me to wife, and there: 
$4 | , was 
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was given to me with her an hundred talents 
of gold; for God made them ſerve me, and 
gave me beauty that I ſhould be as a flower a- 
bove them that were fair in Iſrael; and he 
kept me unto mine age, both in ſtrength and 
beauty, becauſe I was alike to Jacob in all 
things» What dreams | have ſeen, my children, 
now hear. There were twelve harts feeding, 
and nine were divided abroad inthe earth: Al- 
ſo | ſaw how that of Judah was a virgin born, 
having a white robe, and of her came forth 
an immaculate lamb: and on the left hand of 
the ſaid lamb, was (as it were) a lion, and all 
beaſts made againſt him, and the lamb over- 
came them, and trode them under his feet; 
and in him joined the angels, the men, and all 
the earth. Theſe things ſhall come to paſs in 
their time, that is to ſay, in the latter days. 
O therefore, my ſons, keep the command- 
ment of the Lord, and honour Judah and Le- 
vi; for of them, to you thall ſpring the lamb 
of God, which by his grace ſhall preſerve all 
Gentiles and Iſrael, The kingdom of him is 
a kingdom eternal, which ſhall never. pals, 
For my kingdom ſhall be ended in you, as the 
keeping of an orchard ; for after the har- 
veſt it ſhall appear no more. I know right 
well, that after my death the Egyptians ſhall 
trouble you ; but God ſhall revenge you, and 
bring you to the promiſed land, which he 
ſware to Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob. But 
carry.my bones with you: for in lo doing, the 
Lord ſhall be in the light with you againſt the 

DET Egyptians, 
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Egyptians, and Belial ſhall be in darknefs with 
the Egvptians. Alſo carry with you your 
mother Zilpah, and nigh unto the valley, near 
unto Rachel bury her. When he had ſaid 
theſe words, he ſtretched forth his feet, and 
ſlept the fleep of all the world, Then they 
enbalmed him with ſpices, putting him in a 
cheſt in Egypt, after he had lived 110 years, 
who ſaw + "Epary children unto the third 

ation, For unto Machir the ſon of 
Manafſeh, were children born on Joſeph's 
knees. Afier this, all they of Iſrael bewalled 
ang and all the Egyptians with a great mourn- 

: For he had compaſſion of Egypt as of 
his own proper members, and aſſiſted them 
both with his labour and counſel; and did 

hs them good at all times and ſeaſons. 


The teſtament of Benjamin, made to bis children at 
bis death, concerning a clean Mind. 


E copy of Benjamin's words, which 


| he uttered to his children, being of the 
age of an hundred and twenty years. He 
kiſſed them, and faid, h 
As Iſaac was born in the hundredth year of 
Abraham, fo was Lin the hundredth year of 


Jacob: and becauſe Rachel died at my birth 


1 ſucked her bond · maid Bilhah. For aſter 
that Rachel had born Joſeph, ſhe was barren 
twelve years; and when ſhe had prayed to 
the Lord in thoſe twelve years, the ne 

an 
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and bare me. For my father loved Rachel 
exceedingly, and wifhed to ſee two ſons by 
her ; and therefore 1 was called Benjamin, that 
is to ſay, The fon of rny days, or, The ſon 
of my ſorrow, becauſe my mother died in the 
birth of me. When. I came firſt into Egypt 
and that my brother Joſeph knew me, he ſaid 
to me, What ſaid they to my father whey they 
had fold me? I anſwered, They ſtained thy 
coat with blood, and bringing it to him, ſaid, 
See if this be thy ſons coat or no? And my 
brother, ſaid alſo unto me, Truly, when the 
Ihmaelites took me, one of them ſtripping 
me out of my coat, gave me a thin ſhirt to 
put on, and laſhing me with a whip, bade me 
run. And as he went afide to hide my-gare_ , 


ment, a lion met him, and flew him; ard his = 


parents being afraid, ſold me to their fellows, 
You therefore, my children, love the God of 
heaven, and obey his commandments, follow- 
ing that good and holy man Jofeph, and ler 
your mind be fet upon goodneſs, as you know 
that mine hath been. He that hath a good 
mind looketh rightly upon all things. Fear 
God and love your neighbours, and then al- 
though the ſpirit of Belial tempt you to all 
naughtineſs to trouble you, yer ſhall it not 
get the uppermoſt hand of you, no more than 
ic did my brother Joſeph. How many folk 
would have killed him, and yet God defended 
him: for he that feareth God and loveth his 
neighbour, cannot be wounded of the airy 
ſpirit Belial: and he that is ſhielded with the 

| fear 
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fear of the Lord is ſafe from harm both of 
man and beaſt, and cannot be overcome, be. 


cauſe he is helped by the love of God which 


he hath towards his neighbour. | For Joſeph 
| beſought our father Jacob to pray for my bre. 
thren to the Lord, that he would not lay unto 
their charges the miſchief that they had de- 
viſed againſt him. Whereat Jacob cried out, 
O ſon Joſeph, thou haſt overcome my heart. 
And therewithal embracing him, he kiſſed him 
two hours together, and ſaid, In thee ſhall the 
prophecies of heaven be reſembled to the full, 
concerning the Lamb of God, and Saviour of 
the world, that the unſpotted ſhall be deliver. 
ed for the wicked doers; and he that is with- 
out fin ſhall die for ſinners in the blood of his 
teſtament, to the ſalvation both of the Gen- 
tiles and of Iſrael, and he ſhall daſh Belial and 
all his ſervants. My children, look upon the 
end of that good man, and follow his merci- 
fulneſs with a good mind, that you alſo may 
have a crown of glory upon your heads. A 
good man hath not a dark eye, for he is mer- 
ciful and pitiful to all men, yea, although they 
be ſinners, and have deviſed miſchief againſt 
him; and he that doeth good overcometh evil 
by the defence of goodneſs, and loveth the 
righteous as his own foul. If another man 
be honoured, he envieth it not: if a man be 
enriched, it grieveth bim not: if'a man be 
ſtrong or valiant, he praiſeth him: and be- 
lieving him allo to be chaſte, he defendeth 
him that hath. the fear of God ; he worketh 
| toge- 
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together with him that loveth God: and if a 


man forſake the Almighty, he warneth him to 


return again. Whoſoe ver hath the grace of 
the good Spirit, him doth he love as his own 
life. He pitieth the poor, ſuccoureth the 
weak, and praiſeth and honoureth God, My 
children, if ye have a good mind, evil men 
ſhall ſtand in awe of you, and uathirſt ſhall 
for very ſhame be converted to goodneſs; ſo 
that covetous men ſhall not only depart from 


their niggardlineſs, but alſo give of their abun= _ 


dance to the needy, If ye be good doers, 
both unclean ſpirits ſhall flee from you, and 
ſhrewd beaſts ſhall ſhun for fear of you, For 
where the regard of good works is in the 
mind, there daikneſs flieth away, For if he 
do wrong to any holy man, he 1s ſorry for it; 
and if a holy man receive wrong, he pitieth 
the doer, and putteth it up with ſilence. And 
if any man ' betray a righteous ſoul, and the 
righteous pray for his betrayer, the betrayer 
is not a little diſgraced, and. the righteous be- 
cometh much more notable afterward, as did 
my brother Joſeph, The guileful ſpirit of 
Belial hath no power over a good man's mind, 
for the angel of peace guideth his foul, He 
looketh not affectionately upon corruptible 
things, nor raketh together riches in the de- 
ſire of voluptuouſneſs: He is not delighted 
with pleaſures: He grieveth not his neigh- 
bour: He ſtuffeth not himſelf wich meat, nei - 
ther wandereth he in the pride of his eyes, 
for the Lord is his portion: He taketh no 

. deg ; glory 
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glory for giving good counſel : He paſſeth not 


how men diſhonour him; neither can he ſkill 
in any fraud or guile, untruth, ſtrife, or ſlan- 
derouſneſs : For the Lord dwvetorh: before all 
men in a good time. A good mind hath not 
two tongues, one to bleſs with, and another 


IF to curſe with; one to flander with! and ano- 


ther to honour with; one of dero, and ano- 
ther of joy; one of quietneſs, and another of 
trouble ; one of diſſimulation, and another of 
truth; one of poverty, and another of riches; 
but it hath one only poſition, pure and uncor- 
rupt toward all. It hath no double ſight, or 
double hearing; for in all things that he doth, 
ſpeaketh, or ſeeth, he knoweth that the Lord 
beholdeth his, heart, and therefore he cleanſ- 
eth his mind, that he may not be found faulty 
before God and man. But ali the works of 
Belial are double and utterly void of ſimplicity: 
Wherefore, my children, - ſhun the naughti- 
neſs of Belial; for at the firſt he delighteth 
ttzhoſe that obey bim, but in the end he is a 
ſword, and the father of ſeven miſchiefs : For 
vrhen the mind hath once conceived by Belial, 
it bringeth forth, 1. Envy. 2. Deſperateneſs. 
3. Sorrow. 4. Bondage. 5. Needineſs. 6. Trou- 
dleſomneſs: And 7: Deſolation. And for that 
cauſe-was: Cain tormented with ſeven puniſh- 
ments by God. For in ſeven years together, 
God" brought every year a new plague upon 
Cain. Two hundred years he ſuffered, and in 
the nine hundredth year the earth was made 
de with the * for his righteous bro- 
| | * 
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-all nations ſhall reſort thither, until the moſt 
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ther Abel's ſake; in ſeven hundred years is 


| Cain, judged, and Lamech in- ſeventy times 


ſeven: For they that are like Cain in ſpiteful- 
nels and hatred toward their brethren, ſhall 
be puniſhed wich the ſame puniſhment for e- 
ver, as he was. You therefore, my children, 
eſchew malice, envy, and hatred, towards 


brethren, and cleave. to goodneſs and loving- 


neſs. He that hath a mind clean in love, look- 
eth not upon a woman in the way of lechery: 
for he hath no defiling in his heart, becauſe 
the Spirit of the Lord reſteth in him. For 
as the ſun is not defiled by ſhining upon a 
puddle or dunghiil, but doth rather dry up 


and drive away the ſtink; even fo a pure mind 


ſtriveth againſt the uncleanneſs of the earth, 
and -overcometh it, but is not defiled «ſelf, 
And I perceive by the ſayings of the righte- 
ous Enoch, that there ſhall be evil deeds a- 
22 you; for you ſhall defile yourſelves witn 
orni cation of Sodom, and "periſh: all fave 


2 few, and multiply inordinate luſts in vo- 
men, and the reign of the Lord ſhall not he 
among you: for he ſhall take it away ſud- 


ptr Nevertheleſs, the Lord's temple ſhall 
be made in our portion, and it ſhall be glori- . 
ous amongſt you. For the Lord himſelf ſhall 
take the kingdom upon him, and the twelve 
tribes ſhall de gathered together there, and 


High fend his ſal vation in the viſitation of his 
only Begotten. And he hall enter into the 
firſt r and there the Lord ſhall ſuffer 


1 wrong 
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wrong, and be deſpiſed, and be lifted up unto 
a piece of timber: and the vail of the temple 
ſhall be rent aſunder, and the ſpirit of the 
Lord ſhall come down upon the Gentiles, 
pouring out as fire: and riſing up from the 
grave, he ſhall aſcend from earth to heaven, 
He ſhall remember how baſe he hath been 
upon earth, and how glorious he is in heaven. 
When Joſeph was in Egypt, I longed to ſee 
his perſon, and the form of his countenance, 
and through the prayers of my father Jacob, l 
ſaw him awake in the day of his full and per- 
ſect ſhape, . | 
No therefore, my children, know you that 
I ſhall die, Wherefore deal every one of you 
tiuly and rightfully with his neighbour, work 
ye juſtly and faithfully, and keep ye the law 
and commandment of the Lord; for that do 
I teach you inſtead of all inheritance, And 
give you the ſame to your children for an e- 
verlaſting poſſeſſion, For fo did Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Jacob, they gave vs all theſe things 
for an inheritance; ſaying, Keep the Lord's 
comandments till he reveal his ſaving health 
unto all nations, .Then ſhall ye ſee Enoch, 
Noah, Shem, Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob ri- 
ſing at his right hand with joyfulneſs. Then 
ſhall we riſe alſo every one of us to his own 
ſceptre, worſhipping the King of heaven, who 
-appeared on earth- in the baſe ſhape of man, 
As many as believe in him ſhall rejoice with 
him at that time, And all theſe ſhall riſe a- 
gain to glory, and the reſidue unto _ 
; „ | | : ; n 
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And the Lord fhall firſt of all judge Iſrael, 


for the untigbteouſneſs committed againſt him, 
becauſe they believed not in God that came 
in the fel to deliver. Then ſhalt he judge 


all nations; as many as believed not in him 


when he appeared upon 'earth, and he fall 


"reprove Tſrael amongſt the chaſeh of the Gen- 
tiles, as he reptoved Eſau in. the Midianftes, 
that ſeduced his brethren by fornication and 


idolatry, who were eſtranged from God, and 


felt away from the inheritance. of che. children, 
becaufe they feared not God. But if Jou 
walk in holineſs before the Lord, ye ſhall 


dwell in hope again in me. And all Irael 
ſhall be gathered to the Lord, and I ſhall no 
more be called a -ravening wolf, for your 
robberies ſakes; bur 1 ſhall] be called the 
Lord's workman, which giveth food unto ſuch 
as do good. And in my ſeed, ſhall be'raiſed 


up the beloved of the Lord, whoſe voice ſhall 1 
be heard upon the earth, and he ſhall give 


new knowledge, and enlighten all nations with 
the light of underſtanding, and ſhall come up 
to ſave Iſrael. He ſhall take from them as 
a wolf, and give to the ſynagogue of the 
Gentiles, and continue in the ſynagogue of 
the Gentiles to the world's end. He ſhail be 
amongſt their princes as muſical melody in che 
mouths of all men, and his doings and fayings; 
ſhall be written in holy books: He ſhall be 
the Lord's darling for evermore. And as con- 
cerning him, my father Jacob taugkt me, ſay- 
ing, He ſhall amend the defaults of thy tribe. 
n And 
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10, The tefament of Brnjamin. 


And when he had ended theſe ſayings, he 
commanded his children to carry his bones out 
of Egypt, and to bury them in Hebron by his 
fathers. So Benjamin died an hundred and 
twenty five years old, in a good age, and they 
put him in a coffin: and in the four ſcore and 
eleventh year before the departure of the 
Iſraelites out of Egypt, they and their brethren 
conveyed their father's bones privily again into 
the land of Canaan, and buried him in Hebron, 
at the feet of their fathers, and returned again 
out of the land of Canaan, and dwelt in E- 
gypt, till the day of their departure thence al- 

together. — i. 
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How theſs n 7 the Web, Patri: 


archs. were firſt found, and by whoſe 
means they were rranſtated out of 9 


| into Latin. 


HESE dene were hidden and con- 
cealed a long time, ſo as the teachers and 
the antient interpreters could not find them: 
which thing happened through the ſpiteful/ 
neſs of the Jews, who by reaſon of the moſt 
evident, manifeſt, and often prophecies of 
Chriſt, that are written in them, did bide 
them a long while. At length the Greeks be- 
ing very narrow ſearchers out of antient writ- 
tings, ſought theſe teſtaments warily, and got 
them more warily, and tranflated them faith» 
fully out of Hebrew into Greek. Never- 
theleſs this writing continued yet ſtill un- 
known, becauſe there was not any man to be 
found that was fkilful both in the Greek and 
Latin, nor any interpreter that might procure 
the tranſlation of this noble work, until the 
time of Robert the fecond, firnamed Groſthead, 
biſhop of Lincoln, who ſear diligent ſearchers 
as far as Greece, to fetch him a copy of the 
ſaid writing, without reſpect of charges, which | 
he bare moſt liberally, : 
Therefore, to continue the memories of 
theſe moſt lightſome prophefies, to the ſtre ngth- 
ening of the Chriſtian faith, that Rev, Biſhop 
'«& | as 
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did, in the year of our Lord 1242, tranſlate 


them painfully and: faithfully, word for word, 
our of Greek into Latin (in which two tongues 
he was counted very ſkilful) by the help of 
Mr Nicolas Greek, parſon of the church of 
Datchot, and chaplain to the abbor St. Al- 
bans, to the intent tkat, by that means, the 
evident propheſies, which. ſhine more bright 
than the day - light, might the more gloriouſly 
come abroad, to the greater confuſion of the 
Jews, and of all hereticks and enemies of the 
church of Chriſt, to whom, be LOTS ny glory 
for ever. Amen. wt 
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